Minutes for Regular City Council Meeting Held on January 10, 2011
Present:
Mayor:  Brian Mielke



Council Members:  Josh Lee, Adam Strain, Alan Ralston

Absent:
Council Member Joan Perron
Also Present:
Outgoing Mayor Steve Golias, Outgoing Council Member Jim Grob, City Attorney Tom Lehmann, Building Official Russ Wahl Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner and City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle

Mayor Steve Golias opened the public meeting at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  It was moved (Ralston/Mielke) to approve the December 14, 2010 minutes as presented.  Passed 4-0.

Approval of Agenda:  Motioned by Mielke, seconded by Ralston to approve the agenda as presented.  Passed 4-0.

City Attorney Tom Lehmann presented a plaque to Mayor Steve Golias recognizing his service to the City of Mendota.  Mayor Golias offered a thank you to the residents of Mendota for their support during his term as Mayor.  Mayor Golias stated, during his term as Mayor, Mendota continues to be a great place to live.  Mayor Golias is thankful for serving with everyone on the council, and is excited for Adam Strain and Josh Lee to bring new ideas to the Council.  Mayor Golias also thanked City Attorney Tom Lehmann for his many years of service to Mendota as City Attorney.
City Attorney Tom Lehmann administered the Oath of Office to Brian Mielke as Mayor of Mendota, as well as Adam Strain and Josh Lee as Mendota Council Members.

Treasurer’s Report:  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Lee to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented and pay the following disbursements with the addition of the Xcel Energy bill of $355.05.  Passed 4-0.

General Fund:
Met Council—Monthly Wastewater Charge for Feb.
$  1,384.27

Lehmann & Lutter—Attorney fees for Dec.

$  2,500.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal



$     832.50

City of Mendota Heights—Police and Fire Jan
$  8,343.11

State of MN—Rent for Benson Metals

$     140.00

Xcel Energy—Street Lights



$     355.05
Jennifer Bruestle—Copies/ Phone Service

$       56.99

PERA—for December 



$     130.00

MN State Withholding



$       15.89

Social Security & Medicare 4th Quarter

$     459.00

Russ Wahl—Bldg Official 80% Fee 5/25-11/15/10
$12,709.85

Babcock,Langbein and Co—2009 Audit

$  2,000.00

Wells Fargo—Go Bond payment 5 of 9

$14,835.80

Budget Tree Trimming



$     650.00

MN Dept of Labor—State Surcharge


$     217.00

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary


$  1,000.00

Enterprise Fund:

Xcel Energy





$         9.28

Menards—Jim Grob




$       50.00



Budget Tree Trimming



$     250.00

It was moved (Strain/Lee) to approve the $1,384.27 transfer from the Sewer Fund to the General Fund for the monthly wastewater fee to Metropolitan Council, as well as a transfer from the Money Market fund to the General Fund for $20,000.00 to maintain the General Fund balance.  Passed 4-0.

Approve 2011 Business Licenses:  It was moved (Strain/Lee) to approve the following 

2011 Business Licenses:

Benson Metals




Greg’s Barbershop

Bonfire Restaurant Co.


VFW Post 6690

Fun Jumps Entertainment


Landmark Fence and Deck

Myron Anderson



Lucky’s 13 Pub

EZ Lift Systems



Go Grocery Go!

Sibley House Historical Site


Bard Flowers

Berg Plumbing



Lee Educational Services

Allied Waste Services



Waste Management
Troje’s Trash Pick Up Service

Nitti Sanitation

Highland Sanitation & Recycling

Mdewakanton Dakota Community’s Business License will be tabled until next month due to the continued lack of water to the building located at 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway.

Passed 4-0.

Approve 2011 Cattery/ Kennel License:  Motioned by Strain, seconded by Lee to approve the following 2011 Cattery/ Kennel Licenses:

Larry & Pat Jung

Alan & Maria Ralston

Passed 3-0.

Ralston Abstained.

2011 Appointments:  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Strain to approve the following City of Mendota appointments:

City Depository: 

Home Federal
City Newspaper:

Southwest Review

Deputy Mayor:

Alan Ralston

Sewer Commissioner:

Jennifer Bruestle

Recycling Commissioner:
Jennifer Bruestle

Planning Commissioner:
Table

Cable Commissioner:

Alan Ralston

Government Data Practices:
Jennifer Bruestle

Public Relations:

Brian Mielke

Road Commissioner:

Dan Dahlberg

Park Commissioner:

Joan Perron

City Attorney:


Tom Lehmann

City Engineer:


Undesignated

Building Official:

Russ Wahl

Noxious Weed Inspector:
Gunner Bruestle and/or Adam Strain

Passed 4-0.

Public Comment:  Public comment opened at 7:51 p.m.

Steve Golias requested a separate motion for disbursements and transfers within the Treasurer’s Report.  Becca Paradis congratulated newly elected Council Officials.

Public comment closed at 7:54 p.m.

Council Comment:

Councilman Lee:  No Comment

Councilman Strain:  Councilman Strain inquired if there is a City Ordinance requiring a driveway to be plowed.  Councilman Strain commented on the vacated property located at 1341 Second Street, stating the driveway is not plowed.  Council stated there is no requirement to plow a privately owned driveway, only public sidewalks.
Mayor Mielke:  Mayor Mielke stated the city mail is available for review.  Mayor Mielke also inquired if the CDBG grant application was submitted by the December 15, 2010 deadline.  Clerk Bruestle stated the CDBG grant was in fact submitted by the deadline.

Staff Comment:
Building Official Russ Wahl:  Building Official Russ Wahl stated he issued a Certificate of Occupancy to Greg Barnholdt for Greg’s Barbershop, which opened January 1, 2011.  Building Official Russ Wahl also stated a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy will be issued for 1226 Sibley Memorial Highway by February 1, 2011.  Building Official Russ Wahl stated a pool house will also be constructed on the property of 1226 Sibley Memorial Highway.  Mayor Mielke informed Building Official Russ Wahl that Greg Barnholdt of Greg’s Barbershop may sublease the back portion of his space at 1310 Sibley Memorial Highway.  Building Official Russ Wahl will monitor the situation.
Police Chief Mike Aschenbrenner:  Police Chief Aschenbrenner stated Mendota Height’s Police Dept. is in the process of constructing a compliance check for Go Grocery Go!  Police Chief Aschenbrenner stated no complaints have been received regarding parking at Lucky’s 13 Pub.

City Attorney Tom Lehmann:  City Attorney Lehmann stated Dave Walia of Bonfire Restaurant Co. has deposited earnest money to secure the sale of the property located at 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway.  Therefore, the Mdewakanton Dakota Community is not able to continue their rental of the property.  Councilman Ralston stated he has received conflicting information regarding the rental of 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway.  Councilman Ralston requested City Attorney Lehmann confirm the deposit of the earnest money for 1324 Sibley Memorial Highway, as well as confirm the property will not be rented out due to the lack of water available to the property.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann will follow up with this matter.  City Attorney Tom Lehmann requested Council Members Lee and Strain attend the League of Minnesota Cities new Council Members orientation to take place in February 2011.  The cost of the orientation is $285.00 for each council member.  Motioned by Ralston, seconded by Lee to approve LMC Orientation for new Councilmembers Lee and Strain.  Passed 4-0.
City Clerk Jennifer Bruestle:  Clerk Bruestle informed council the fourth quarter taxes have been filed, and Clerk Bruestle has made the transition of completing payroll services in place of Paychex.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council the check in the amount of $368.00 for Old Republic Surety Bond was not mailed.  Instead, Clerk Bruestle submitted a claim to Old Republic Surety for $2,246.00 ($2,000 for audit costs, and $246.00 for Joan Olin giving herself a raise too early).  Old Republic Surety approved payment for $246.00, but did not approve the claim for the audit costs.  The Council was in agreement to discontinue services with Old Republic Surety.  Clerk Bruestle will void the check for $368.00.  Clerk Bruestle informed Council Mid-Northern Electric has replaced the electrical poles in the park as of January 10, 2011, but will need to provide power to the gazebo in the spring due to the wiring to the gazebo being underground.  Clerk Bruestle informed council MN/Dot plowed the snow from the roadway and sidewalk area in December at no cost to the City.  Clerk Bruestle also stated Axel’s paid their portion of the sewer cleaning bill in the amount of $1998.30.  

There being no further business, it was moved (Strain/Ralston) to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  Passed 4-0.
