Minutes for Regular City Council Meeting Held on January 12, 2010

Present:
Mayor:  Steve Golias



Council Members:  Perron, Ralston, Mielke

Absent:
Councilman Grob

Also present:  City Attorney:  Thomas Lehmann, Building Official:  Russ Wahl, Chief of 

                       Police:  Mike Aschenbrenner, City Clerk:  Jennifer Bruestle

Mayor Steve Golias opened the public meeting at 7:28 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda:  It was moved (Ralston/Golias) to accept the Agenda with the following additions:  3b. Request for building permit located at 1226 Sibley Memorial Highway.  3c. Ken Staneki of Axel’s Restaurant discusses his concerns regarding the for sale sign located on the adjoining property.  Also, Jennifer Bruestle’s city clerk salary was added to the disbursements totaling $650.00.  Passed 4-0.
Minutes:  It was moved (Ralston/Perron) to accept the December 8, 2009 regular City Council minutes with the correction of Luck to Lucky on the third page, first sentence.  Passed 4-0.
Clerk’s Report:  The City Council was informed of the Comprehensive Plan Development Meeting to be held on January 19, 2010 at 4:00 p.m., and advised members of the council to attend if available.  The city clerk also informed the council of the water meter change out to be performed by TKDA.  The city council determined sump pump inspections will not take place while the water meters are replaced.  The city clerk also brought a grant opportunity to the attention of the city council.  The city clerk will submit the notice of intent on January 15, 2010, and the application by January 25, 2010.

Bills:  Motioned by Mielke, seconded by Ralston to approve payment of the following claims:

Met Council—wastewater monthly charge

$  1,303.99

Wells Fargo—GO Bond payment (3 of 9)

$14,094.50

Darrell Schmidt—Fix city laptop


$       60.00

Xcel Energy—park utilities



$         9.39

State of MN—Rent for Benson


$     140.00

Old Republic Surety Company


$     368.00

Aggregate Industries




$  2,725.88

BDM Consulting Engineers



$  1,945.50

Lehmann & Lutter




$  3,500.00

Kim Perron—Snow Removal



$     802.00

City of Mendota Heights—Police & Fire

$ 6,256.25

Deluxe Bus Sys—3 part checks for City

$    384.35

Jennifer Bruestle—phone line for city clerk

$    114.99

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Expenses


$    111.95

Jennifer Bruestle—Clerk Salary 


$    650.00

Home Federal Bank—Copies & research fees
$    125.49

Home Federal Bank—Sewer account copies

$    205.49

Paychex—payroll services and payroll taxes/Dec
$    170.47

Xcel Energy—Utilities



$    386.75

Metropolitan Council—Axel’s 2004 SAC charges
$ 8,100.00

Passed 4-0.

Building Permit for 1226 Sibley Memorial Hwy:  The city council directed Russ Wahl, Building Official, to issue a building permit for the above stated property.  The city was informed building plans will not be completed until the end of January; Therefore, Russ Wahl will provide building permits in phases.  Russ Wahl provided a building permit for Phase 1.  Russ Wahl is concerned the structure may be too high, and would like to be assured he will be covered through the City’s insurance if an injunction is issued.  Mayor Golias stated as long as the structure meets the setback requirements and restrictions there shouldn’t be any concerns.
For Sale Sign located on Buelow’s Property:  Ken Staneki of Axel’s Bonfire raised concerns regarding the placement of the for sale sign.  Mr. Staneki stated the sign is having a negative impact on his business, due to the customers assuming Axel’s is for sale.  Mr. Staneki stated he spoke with the property owner Mrs. Buelow regarding changing the wording and/or the placement of the sign in order to make it evident the house, and not Axel’s, is for sale.  According to Mr. Staneki, Mrs. Buelow rejected his offer to remove or alter the sign.  Because the city council could not locate an ordinance regarding sign placement that relates to this situation, the council determined their position would be to have the city clerk contact Mrs. Buelow to reach a compromise between the two parties involved.

2010 Business Licenses:  It was moved (Perron/Ralston) to approve the following business licenses which have completed their applications as well as submitted payment.
Nitti Garbage Hauler


Axels
Allied Waste



Lucky’s 13

Waste Management


Landmark Fence

Bard Flowers



Benson Metals

VFW




Co-Op Marketing Group

Fun Jumps



Troje’s

Passed 4-0.

It was moved (Perron/Mielke) to conditionally approve the following business licenses which have not completed their applications, but have contacted the city stating they will provide the appropriate information promptly:

Highland Sanitation

Sibley House/ MN Historical Society

Berg Plumbing

MMDC

Passed 4-0.

It was moved (Perron/Mielke) to approve the following Cattery/Kennel Licenses

Jung

Ralston

Passed 3-1  Ralston abstain.

Motion by Ralston, seconded by Perron to approve the following City of Mendota Appointments:

City Depository:

Home Federal Bank

Newspaper:


Southwest Review

Deputy Mayor:

Joan Perron

City Clerk:


Jennifer Bruestle

Sewer Commissioner:

Jennifer Bruestle

Recycling Commissioner:
Jennifer Bruestle

Planning Commissioner:
Table
Cable Commissioner:

Alan Ralston

Government Data Practices:
Jennifer Bruestle

Public Relations:

Brian Mielke

Road Commissioner:

Dan Dahlberg

Park Commssioner:

Jim Grob

City Attorney:


Tom Lehmann

City Engineer:


BDM Engineers

Building Official:

Russ Wahl

Noxious Weed Inspector:
Steve Golias

Passed 4-0.

Approve 2004 Axels SAC charges for patio addition:  The City Clerk and the Building Official will measure the square footage of 1351 Hwy 13 in order to transfer credits to 1318 hwy 13 (Axels).  Once the measurements are completed the clerk will send a written appeal to Met Council in order to transfer credits is any are available.  If the City’s appeal is denied, the city clerk will then send in the payment of $8,100.00 for 6 SAC units which have been due to Met Council from 2004.

Public Comment:  Opened at 8:50 p.m.  Carl Robinette requested the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation be contacted regarding the removal of snow between Highway 13 and the sidewalk along the highway.  The Clerk will contact MNDot to determine who is responsible for the removal of the snow and the methods available for removal.  Public comment was closed at 8:53 p.m.

Council Comment:  
Council Member Mielke:  Requested Minuted be approved as corrected.

Council Member Ralston:  Requested the Agenda/Council Meeting Minutes be posted in the post office.

Council Member Perron:  Requested city clerk Bruestle contact Colette Jurek with Xcel Energy to repair broken street lamp located by Lucky 13.  Also requested city clerk contact CDA regarding warming house grant.

Council Member Golias:  Informed council the city building official passed the ISO Builidng Code Enforcement Test.  Russ Wahl stated he received a classification of 4 (scale of 1-10), which will positively impact the city’s insurance rating.  Also, Golias informed the Council the building permit changes that may take place due to the DNR overseeing the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area regarding building along the city’s bluff.
Staff Comment:

Police Chief Aschenbrenner:  Tobacco compliance checks took place in December 2009, Liquor compliance took place in November 2009.  Best Practices information will be sent to local Restaurants/ Bars with their Liquor Licenses.

Russ Wahl:  Requested Tom Lehmann followed up with Lucky’s regarding the fence required around their garbage receptacle.  He also informed council 360 E. Street is in the process of finishing sheet rocking, and has 2 doors located in the basement.  The property owner, Kevin Lynch, assured Russ Wahl he will not be renting the house out.  Kevin Lynch informed Mr. Wahl one door will be for an office, the other door for the basement.

Tom Lehmann:  Informed council that a representative from the DNR will attend the February City Council Meeting to discuss rule making procedures regarding the Mississippi River Critical Area, and would like the City’s input regarding this matter.

Jennifer Bruestle:  Informed council that Axel’s has been submitting grease trap invoices to the city; however, Lucky’s has not submitted proof of cleaning thus far.  Also, Bruestle requested permission from the council to have a reciprocal working relationship with Teish, city clerk for Lilydale.  The council agreed Bruestle could fill in as needed for Teish, as long as Bruestle was not receiving compensation for her work with Lilydale.

Adjournment:  There being no further business, it was moved (Mielke/Golias) to adjourn the meeting at 9:36 p.m. Passed 4-0.  

