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HOUSEHOLD ALTERNATIVES & IDEAS FOR A SAFER ENVIRONMENT
INSECTS

Roaches


*Set out a dish of equal parts baking soda and


  powdered sugar.


*Set out a dish of equal parts oatmeal flour and


  Plaster of Paris.


*Put some grease or Vaseline on the inside of a jar that


  contains a banana.  Set a tongue depressor near the jar

 
  as a ramp.  Roaches will be trapped inside the jar.


*Place bay leaves around cracks in the room or a


  mixture of chopped bay leaves and cucumber skins.

Ant Control


*Pour a line of cream of tartar where the ants enter


  the house.  They will not cross over the line.


*Sprinkle red chili pepper, paprika, and /or dried


  peppermint where they are entering.


*Equal parts of vinegar and water sprayed or wiped on


  counters, cabinets, and floors will keep ants away.

Insect Spray


*Blend 6 cloves, crushed garlic, 1 minced onion,


  1 Tbsp. pure soap and 4 liters of hot water.


  Let stand for a day or two.  Strain before using.


*Place 1 cigarette in 1 liter of water.  Let stand 


  overnight.  Strain before using.

Flies


*Mint plants set in window sills help to repel flies.

Moths


*Place cedar chips around clothes.


*Place sachets of dried lavender in drawers and 


  closets.


*Stick cloves into surface of apple or orange until 


  completely covered.  Cover with white tissue and let 


  dry for 2 weeks in dry, airy place.  Unwrap and


  hang in closet.

Fleas & Ticks


*Feed companion animals Brewer’s yeast, Vitamin B,


  and Garlic tablets.


*Place Eucalyptus seeds and leaves around the area


  where the animal sleeps.


*Cut the peels from a half dozen citrus fruits (lemons,


  Grapefruits, limes, and oranges) into pieces smaller

  than 1 inch square.  Simmer over medium heat in 2


  cups water for 10 minutes or until the peels turn soft.


  Strain the mixture to separate the peels from the liquid.


  Then rub the liquid into fur of animal.  Fleas cannot


  stand the fruit oils and will stay far away.  Leftovers can


  be stored in the refrigerator and reapplied every 2 weeks.


*Set a pan of soapy water on the floor with a lamp next


  to it.  The lamp will attract the fleas.  They will land in


  the water and drown.  Repeat daily until problem is solved.


*Nutritional yeast added to the diet of a dog or cat has been


  found helpful.


*Vacuum floors and furniture thoroughly, since fleas 


  actually spend much of their time off the animal.

Historic City of Mendota Newsletter


Mayor Steve: Golias


Councilmembers: Jim Grob, Alan Ralston, Brian Mielke, Joan Perron


City Clerk: Jennifer Bruestle 651-322-0827


                    Email: Bruestle6@q.com





Interested in Running for Office in Mendota?


There will be two council positions up for re-election this fall, with one seat being vacant, as well as the mayor’s position up for re-election.


Interested candidates should file an Affidavit of Candidacy and Address of Residence form available from the City Clerk beginning August 3, 2010 through August 17, 2010.


Thank you to Jim Grob for his many years of service as Council Member and Park Commissioner within the City of Mendota.


Residents interested in applying for the Park Commissioner position should inquire with the city council, which meets the second Tuesday of each month. 





If you are planning to be out of town during the General Election to be held on November 2, 2010, you can vote by absentee ballot beginning September 17, 2010 through November 1, 2010.  To apply for an absentee ballot, stop by the Dakota County Northern Service Center located at 1 Mendota Road, West St. Paul, MN 55118.  You can ask related election questions by calling 651-554-6600, or visiting the county website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.co.dakota.mn.us" ��www.co.dakota.mn.us�. 


 If you are planning on being out of the country during the general election and would like to vote by absentee ballot, log onto � HYPERLINK "https://minnesota.overseasvotefoundation.org" ��https://minnesota.overseasvotefoundation.org� for more information.





The City of Mendota has an updated website.  Log onto � HYPERLINK "http://www.cityofmendota.org" ��www.cityofmendota.org� to view the revised website.  If you have any ideas and/or comments related to the website, contact the city clerk.


�








Would you like to be in the Mendota Parade?  Contact Jerry Schmit at the VFW 651-688-7408 or Nancy Whalen (Mendota Resident), as they are coordinating this anticipated event.

















GARDEN & YARD


Companion Planting—Including certain plants through and around the garden can repel a variety of insects.  These plants are: nasturtium, tansy, euphoria, rue, dahlias, marigolds, aster, cosmos, coreopsis, garlic, chive, savory, rosemary, petunias, and thyme.





Aphids—Garlic, chives, petunias, and nasturtiums    


  	  Repel aphids.  Protect ladybugs and 	   	  Lacewings- they prey on many garden insects.


Cabbage Worms


	-Tansy, rosemary and tomato help repel 


	  cabbage worms.


Other Insects


	-Many insects despise the smell and taste of 


	  pepper.


Squashbugs, Snails, Slugs, and Wireworms


	-Boards placed around perimeter of garden will


	  attract them.  They will attach to the bottom


	  of the boards.  Wireworm and snails also are 


	  attracted to potatoes and will attach to the 


	  insides of hollowed out potato halves (scoop


	  out the inside to form an igloo).


	-Overturn clay pots.  The snail will crawl under


	  them to seek shelter from the heat and can be


	  collected.


	-Lay boards between rows of planted 


	  vegetables in the garden.  The snails often 


	  attach themselves to the boards.


Fertilizer Compost


	-Chop 3 oz. garlic bulbs and soak them in 2 tsp.


	  mineral oil for 24 hours.  Slowly add one pint


	  of water in which 2 oz. of oil-based natural


	  soap has been dissolved and stir well.  


	  Squeeze this liquid through gauze and store in 


	  tightly sealed jar.  Dilute 1 part garlic 


	  mixture to 20 parts water in a sprayer.


Crabgrass


	-1 tsp. or less of salt placed in the center of the 


	  individual plant.


Toad House


	-Toads spend their days eating insects that are 


	  harmful to garden plants, so giving a home to 


	  a toad is a smart (and thoughtful) move!  A 


	  6-8” clay flowerpot with a chunk knocked out


	  of its lip and set upside down wherever there


	  is a shady, damp place with soft soil near your


	  garden is an ideal spot for a toad house.


Mosquito Repellent


	-Drink Brewer’s Yeast (or take in tablet form) 


	  on a daily basis during the summer months.


	  Make sure you are not allergic to Brewer’s


	  Yeast before taking it.








