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The City of Mendota has appointed a new Building Official, David Neameyer.  Please contact David at 651-600-2176 to obtain a building permit, building inspection, or for questions regarding construction activity within Mendota.





The Pilot Knob Preservation Association has developed a new pocket guide outlining the historical significance of Pilot Knob, restoration measures being implemented, as well as the educational and recreational opportunities available at the Pilot Knob site.  For more information, or to view the Pilot Knob pocket guide, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.pilotknobpreservation.org" ��www.pilotknobpreservation.org�. 





Thank you Mendota Residents for cleaning up Mendota on April 30, 2011, during our Clean Up Day.  The City of Mendota receives a grant through Dakota County to reduce waste and increase recycling efforts.  A portion of this grant was used to cover the costs of the dumpsters during clean up day.  Thank you for helping clean up Mendota!





The Minnesota Department of Health has issued a heath alert for mercury in skin lightening products.  


         The County’s Public Health is advising people to stop using skin-lightening products because tests show they may contain dangerous levels of mercury (see below “Dakota County health and emergency alerts” article).   


         NEW:  Residents can bring their leftover skin-lightening products containing mercury to The Recycling Zone for environmentally-safe disposal. 








Pharmaceutical waste: Disposing of unwanted medications


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pca.state.mn.us/artwork/waste/hhw-pharmacollage250.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� Expired or unwanted prescription medications from households have traditionally been disposed of by flushing them down the toilet or a drain. Although this method of disposal prevents immediate accidental ingestion, it can cause pollution in wastewater, which has been demonstrated to cause adverse effects to fish and other aquatic wildlife. When the water is eventually reused, it can also cause unintentional human exposure to chemicals in medications. Again, DO NOT FLUSH.


If you do not see an event near you, contact your county sheriff’s office or solid waste office to see if there is a permanent collection site near you.  There are currently more than 30 permanent or intermittent collection points for household -only pharmaceuticals at law enforcement facilities in Minnesota. New sites are being established monthly.  DEA plans another take-back event in the southern half of Minnesota in the fall of 2011.











Simple Ways to Reduce Runoff


Here are some easy ways to reduce the amount of runoff into nearby lakes and streams.


Water your lawn, not the pavement                                                                                                                               	      If you use a sprinkler to water your lawn or garden, make sure you are not watering the driveway, sidewalk, or road. For gardens, try soaker hoses to get the water right to your plants and limit splashing.


Keep your grass longer �The roots of grass are generally as long as the height of the lawn. That means the taller your grass is, the better it can absorb water and the greener it will be. It will require less water and fertilizer and make it harder for weeds to germinate. Set your lawn mower cut height to 2.5 to 3.5 inches.��Plant deep-rooted native plants or trees �Native flowers and grasses can have root systems 4-12 feet deep. These deep roots anchor the plants and keep soil from washing away. They also increase the amount of water the soil can absorb. Select your favorite native plants at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bluethumb.org" \o "link to Blue Thumb" �Blue Thumb-planting for clean water�. ��Buffer your shoreline �A shoreline with trees and native plants will hold the soil steady when it rains. Buffers also catch and filter many of the pollutants found in melting snow and stormwater runoff. ��Wash your car responsibly �Commercial car wash facilities often recycle their water or are required to send their wash water to the wastewater treatment plant, so if at all possible, use a facility to keep your car clean.��If you wash your own car, use soap labeled “non-toxic,” “phosphate free,” or “biodegradable.” The safest products are vegetable-based or citrus-based. You should also stay away from acid-based wheel cleaners and engine degreasers. Wash your car on grass, gravel or a location where the water can be diverted to nearby landscaping. This allows the water to soak into the ground and not run into storm drains.��Soften your soil �The soil beneath most residential lawns is highly compacted and absorbs little water. You can reduce soil compaction and improve infiltration in your lawn by renting a lawn aerator from a local garden supply store.��Don’t over water �Grass can only absorb about 1 inch of water at a time. Try this trick: place an empty tuna can in your lawn and turn on the sprinkler. When the can is full, the grass has had enough water. When all of the water in the can evaporates, it is time to water again. You might not have to water as often as you think.��More ways to reduce contaminants�While you can reduce the amount of runoff, it can’t be completely eliminated. The below tips will help stormwater be as clean as possible before it enters lakes, rivers and streams. ��Sweep up grass clippings on paved areas �Grass clippings are a source of phosphorus, the nutrient that turns lakes and rivers green with algae. Sweep up grass clippings that end up on streets, sidewalks, and driveways, so they don’t end up in the nearest water body. Keeping grass clippings on your lawn adds nutrients and shades the soil to retain moisture. You can reduce fertilizer use by one-third to one-half when you leave clippings. ��Test the soil �Minnesota soils are naturally high in phosphorus, so lawns usually don't need any extra. But to determine if your lawn is nutrient poor and requires fertilizer, have a soil test completed by the University of Minnesota soil testing laboratory. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu" �http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu�. ��Use zero phosphorous fertilizer �Protect water quality by using fertilizers that don’t contain phosphorus—it’s the law in Minnesota. Look on the label for a middle number of zero. Fertilizer in stormwater runoff heads to surface waters and overfeeds algae. Too much algae lowers oxygen levels and darkens the water, which has devastating effects on fish populations. If you have leftover fertilizer, take it to � HYPERLINK "http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/EnvironmentRoads/RecyclingZone/" \o "Link to The Recycling Zone." �The Recycling Zone�.








Mayor’s Message


Hello to everyone:





I hope that everyone’s year is off to a good start.  Doesn’t time seem to fly by?  I just wanted to take this time to address a few things.





State of the City financial strength


Financially we are doing fine.  All bills are being paid on time.  We have been working hard to make sure we are receiving all of the monies coming to the city with regards to charitable gambling.  Money received from gambling is to be earmarked for the park.  We have hopes to ‘freshen up’ the playground area and look to repair/update the pavilion.  We have been granted monies through the CDA of Dakota County.  We intend to use the money to improve our roads, build a city storage shed, pay for the repairs from the fallen electrical pole from last winter, and enhance our park with any remaining funds.  We will continue to search out any other grant money sources out there to continue to improve our city with a focus on roads and infrastructure.





World Peace and Prayer Day


This is an FYI. There is an event being planned called World Peace and Prayer. This event is to take place June 18th-21st.  There potentially could be as many as 10,000 people coming from all over the world to attend various parts of this event.  The culmination of the event is to take place on Sunday, June 19th.  Organizers hope to break the world record for the largest group hug.  They hope to have this event on the Mendota Bridge starting at around 1:30.  I attended a meeting at the MNDOT headquarters recently regarding this event.  MNDOT has significant concerns about this event and may not allow the bridge to be shut down.  The overall impact to Mendota could range from significant traffic congestion over the course of this rally, to minor inconveniences. At this point, organizers of this event have not asked anything of the City of Mendota.  All of the events are scheduled outside of our city boundaries, however, there will be a lot of activity on the grounds at Saint Peter’s Church. 


Please check out /www.worldpeaceandprayerday2011.org/ for more information.  As subsequent meetings take place and plans formalized and approved by MNDOT, we will keep you informed.





Other Nuggets


We have not hired a street sweeper at this point.  With limited financial resources, we choose to focus on repairing potholes first.  Mother nature has been kind enough to bring many rain waters to flush our streets.  If you can, please do what you can to sweep the street in front of your residence.  We will continue to monitor whether it is necessary to hire a street sweeper.





The Citywide Cleanup Day was a success despite the rainy day we had.  I believe that we have a cleaner city today because of it.  Thanks to all that helped make this a success.





As always, I encourage all of you to attend our City Council meetings.  They are always held at the VFW on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30.  Feel free to contact me with any City concerns you may have-- 612/816-3107 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:brianmielke@rocketmail.com" ��brianmielke@rocketmail.com�.





Sincerely, Brian Mielke, Mayor











