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Background 
 

Mendota prepared this Comprehensive Plan and Critical Area Plan Update to 

accommodate development and redevelopment while retaining and preserving its small 

city heritage.  By completing this Plan Update, we are complying with the requirements 

of the Metropolitan Land Planning Act and other statues. 

 

Mendota is a small city – 145 acres and, at the time of 2000 Census, 197 people.  

Mendota’s location in Dakota County is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Its history includes the Dakota settlements near the confluence of the Mississippi and 

Minnesota Rivers and the first Euro-American settlement in the Minnesota Territory, 

which was the center of a lucrative fur trade prior to the Civil War.  Mendota continues to 

be a small city that has retained much of the character that distinguishes it from the rest 

of the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan region, which includes a population of 

approximately 2.4 million spread over seven counties.  The recent comprehensive 

planning process was initiated so that both the region and the communities in the region 

could plan for the future.  The Regional Development Framework and its accompanying 

Metropolitan Development Guide for the sewers transportation, parks and airports, were 

revised with the intention of assuring that future growth of communities and these 

regional systems are compatible with each other. 

 

Mendota's 2030 Comprehensive Plan is an update of its 1998 plan.  Now other issues 

face Mendota as the city looks to its future. 

 

The key issues impacting the city of Mendota: 

 

 The Mississippi River Critical Area Corridor 

 

 Safety along Sibley Memorial Highway (TH 13). 

 

 Lack of downtown businesses. 

 

 Connections between cultural, natural and recreational resources. 

 

 Topography affecting the city's infrastructure and its capacity to grow. 

 

Mendota’s 2030 Vision 

 
Mendota is a historic community with a strong connection to the river. Residents and 

visitors enjoy the city’s natural, cultural and recreational resources, small city feel, and 

vibrant downtown that is a destination for shopping, dining and recreation. The people of 

Mendota take pride in their community, which is evident by the community’s 

reinvestment in public facilities, healthy housing stock, and thriving small commercial 

businesses.  
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The Comprehensive Plan Process 
 

The Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires that a Comprehensive Plan include the 

following sections: (1) Background and Policies; (2) Land Use Plan; (3) Public Facilities 

Place; and (4) Implementation.  This Plan contains information on all of these sections. 

 

Preparation for the comprehensive plan began in 2005.  The plan preparation process 

included discussing issues that concerned members of the city council and hopes for the 

city.  In addition, an ad hoc group of business owners and property owners along 

Highway 13 met several times to discuss issues regarding downtown Mendota. 

 

The city council and attendees at its meeting in November 2008 participated in a 

visioning exercise and SWOT analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 

threats). This information, along with the input received since 2005, was used to create a 

2030 Vision for Mendota and updated goals and policies.  The updates presented in this 

plan are intended to support the vision and updated goals and policies. 

 

A draft of the comprehensive plan was circulated to the following agencies and adjacent 

jurisdictions in April 2009: Metropolitan Council, Minnesota Department of 

Transportation, Dakota County Office of Planning, Mississippi National River and 

Recreation Area, Department of Natural Recourses, Fort Snelling State Park, Sibley 

House Historic Site, State Historic Preservation Office, City of Mendota Heights, City of 

Lilydale, St. Paul Water Utilities, and Independent School District 197.  Comments were 

taken from the community and Council members, and the comprehensive plan reflects 

those comments. 

 

The text of the comprehensive plan reflects the most recent data and information from 

county, state, and federal agencies, as well as the requirements of the Metropolitan Land 

Planning Act and other state statutes, including Executive Order 79-19 for the Critical 

Area and the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area Comprehensive 

Management Plan.  The text also reflects the data and policies of the Metropolitan 

Council's plans for regional systems (sewers, transportation, parks, open space, and 

aviation) and the requirements of the Local Planning Handbook for Developed Areas, 

which is Mendota’s planning designation by the Metropolitan Council. 

 

History of Mendota 
 

In the language of the local Dakota living in southern Minnesota for most of the 18
th

 and 

19
th

 centuries, Mdo-te was the place where two rivers met. 

 

The four subgroups of the Dakota – the Mdewakanton, Wahpekute, Sisseton and 

Wahpeton – were displaced by 1750 from their homelands in northern Minnesota and 

western Wisconsin by warfare with the Ojibwe (Chippewa).  The Dakota established 

seasonal elm-bark villages along the Mississippi and Minnesota rivers, four of them 

within 15 miles of the rivers' confluence.  Mdo-te Minisota was the name for the rivers' 

confluence.  The Mdo-te location was a special meeting ground for Dakota and intertribal 
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dances, ceremonies, councils, and contests. 

 

After 1750, visiting explorers and traders with interests in the area's fur resources 

observed these Dakota uses and claimed these lands for the British crown. 

 

By 1819, the United States government had wrested control of the fur trade from the 

British by constructing Fort Snelling at the confluence, on top of the river bluff opposite 

present-day Mendota.  Fort Snelling was the first military outpost in the region. 

 

An American Fur Company trading post for the Dakota trade was established at Mendota 

to serve many smaller trading posts.  It was the first Euro-American settlement in the 

Minnesota Territory.  A ferry brought land travelers across the Minnesota River.  Furs 

from throughout the present-day upper Midwest and Canada were bought to Mendota by 

oxcart and canoe and then were packed for shipment to the American Fur Company 

headquartered in New York and then to the world market. 

 

Henry Sibley was assigned to the American Fur Company's factor position at Mendota 

from 1834 to 1853.  It is his home that is preserved as the oldest stone home in the state.  

It was built of local Platteville limestone and served first as the fur company headquarters 

and later as Sibley's home; construction was complete by 1838.  Three auxiliary buildings 

are nearby; they are a stone icehouse, smokehouse, and washhouse. 

 

A second house was built by Jean Baptiste Faribault, a fur trader originally from Quebec.  

It was built of limestone and sandstone and was completed by 1839.  The Faribault house 

is larger and its design slightly more formal than the Sibley house.  Decades later, after 

Faribault left it, the house was used as a hotel.  Faribault was influential in the 

community of American Fur Company employees, were largely French-Canadian, 

Dakota and Metis (mixed bloods). He helped establish the earliest versions of the Church 

of St. Peter.  Prior to the construction of the church, the Faribault house was used as a 

chapel for Mendota Catholics. 

 

Both the Sibley and Faribault houses faced the river.  They were part of a complex of 

approximately 20 structures for the American Fur Company, most of which no longer 

exist.  Those that remain, including the 1854 Hypolite DuPuis house, are preserved as the 

Sibley House Historic Site.  DuPuis was the clerk for the American Fur Company and 

Sibley's private secretary. 

 

The Sibley House Historic Site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as the 

Mendota Historic District, which also included the Church of St. Peter (in Mendota 

Heights), the Mendota ferry crossing, and the site of the 1819 Cantonment New Hose (the 

U. S. Army camp erected prior to the construction of Fort Snelling). 

 

The fur trade dissipated with the forced removal of the Dakota to reservations in western 

Minnesota in 1853.  Sibley moved to St. Paul; he represented the Minnesota Territory in 

the Congress and, when it became a state, was its first governor.  Faribault moved to the 

community in southern Minnesota that bears his name. 
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Two different rail lines, each with a passenger station, passed through Mendota in the 

years following the Civil War.  One ran along the Mississippi River from Minneapolis to 

Fort Snelling, crossing the river at Mendota and zigzagging through the city's bluffs 

before proceeding to Northfield.  A second rail line ran along the Minnesota River, 

parallel to Main Street, eradicating American Fur Company structures along the shore 

and cutting off the city from its river access.  The ferry continued to operate although 

access to it was through a limestone tunnel near the Sibley House. 

 

In the second half of the 19
th

 century, Mendota was a rural center, with small businesses 

that served the largely immigrant farmers of Mendota Township.  The population 

included French-Canadians, Irish, and Metis, as well as several Dakota families who had 

returned from exile and camped near Lake Augusta.  The primary cash crops were onions 

and potatoes. 

 

After the demise of the fur trade there were a variety of owners and occupants of the 

three houses.  The Sibley house for a time was a parochial school and an art school before 

it was transformed into a warehouse.  It eventually fell into disrepair.  The Faribault 

house was a boarding house and a railroad warehouse before it was abandoned. 

 

Then, in 1910, the Daughters of the American Revolution purchased, restored and opened 

the Sibley House as the state's first public historic site.  Subsequently, the Faribault and 

DuPuis houses were acquired and restored.  Now the site is owned and operated by the 

Minnesota Historical Society. 

 

With the restoration of the Sibley House, Mendota became a destination for tourists.   

The numbers of tourists increased when the Mendota Bridge was opened in 1926, 

replacing the ferry.  For many years, beginning in 1928, a tearoom restaurant was located 

in the DuPuis house. 

 

In contrast, the city continued to serve the local farm economy.  During the early years of 

the 20
th

 century, the city had unpaved streets, plank sidewalks, a part-time police officer, 

and no fire company.  The historical jail was built in 1915, during a time when many 

taverns were located in the city.  The jail had two cells to hold arrestees who had had too 

much to drink and became rowdy or unruly.  It was closed down in 1946 because it had 

no toilet facilities or running water. 

 

By 1930, there was a one-room schoolhouse, a bank, a post office, hotel, general store, 

feed store, grain elevator, numerous saloons and small businesses in wooden storefronts 

largely concentrated on the west end of Main Street.  Five years later, construction of the 

Sibley Memorial Highway connected Mendota more directly to the Mendota Bridge and 

to neighboring towns.  However, it leveled some steep grades and demolished many of 

the buildings on Main Street. 

 

Sandstone from the schoolhouse was used to construct the Sibley Pioneer Church 

Monument in 1955.  The schoolhouse, once located on the south side of Highway 13, was 
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constructed by Henry Sibley as a Protestant church for Mendota.  It was later transformed 

into a school for the city.  The monument's location on the north side of the highway is 

the approximate location of the one time general store. 

 

The early 1940s was the beginning of a boomtown economy that lasted for more than 

three decades.  Minnesota's liberalized liquor laws for incorporated towns and the city's 

proximity to Fort Snelling during wartime inductions combined to create a thriving 

saloon and liquor store economy in Mendota.  The saloons had colorful names – 

Cheetah's Den, the River Road Club, the Parker House, Gay Paree, the Marigold, the 

Hollywood and the Golden Onion, for examples.  As a result of a decades-long low price 

war between Ernie's, and Otto's bottle shops, Mendota during the 1960s had the two 

largest grossing liquor stores in the state.  From the mid-1960s to the late 1980s, Mendota 

was known for Dixieland jazz playing at two clubs. 

 

Post-war construction of homes transformed rural Mendota Township into suburban 

communities.  Mendota Heights was incorporated in the mid-1950s, surrounding 

Mendota on three sides.  It was during the 1950s that Mendota achieved its largest 

population, 327 people. 

 

Fort Snelling State Park was created in 1965 from lands along the Mississippi and 

Minnesota Rivers.  The river valley's roads, homes, farms, clubs and businesses, accessed 

through the old stone railroad underpass, were razed or abandoned. 

 

Creation of the state park was the first of several developments linked to recreation.   

The reconstructed Mendota Bridge has a hiking/biking lane.  The Big Rivers Regional 

Trail was constructed on the bed of the Milwaukee/Soo Line railroad lane and opened in 

1997. 

 

Mendota was recognized as a village in 1844 and, for a three-year period in 1854-1857,  

it was the county seat for Dakota County.  Dakota County was opened to settlement in 

1853, the same year that fur trade disappeared from Mendota.  Sibley and Faribault 

registered their plat for the city in 1855.  Mendota was recognized as a city on the 4
th

 of 

May in 1858.  Mendota's official incorporation is listed as 1887. 
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Natural Resources 

 

Introduction 
 

This section describes the natural features of the city of Mendota, as well as elements of 

the environment, such as rare and endangered species, which could be affected by 

implementation of the comprehensive plan. 

 

Existing Natural Resources 
 

Topography and Slopes 

 

Mendota lies on the edge of the Mississippi River Gorge, a deep valley carved when the 

glacial St. Anthony Falls moved northwards.  The city resembles a “bowl,” with steep 

bluffs encircling the city on three sides and, then, at the boundary of Fort Snelling State 

Park, steep bluffs falling down to the Minnesota River. 

 

From the river's edge to the city boundary near Highway 110, the elevation rises 

approximately 200 feet.  It is 680 feet above sea level at the river's edge, 750-770 feet 

along Highway 13, and 880 feet at the top of the bluff at the city's southern boundary. 

 

Topography in the city is depicted in Figure 2.  Houses in Mendota lie on varying 

terrains (an area called Lowertown) and on top of the bluffs surrounding Lowertown.  

Present-day downtown Mendota, north of the residential area, lies on relatively flat 

terrain.    

 

Geology and Aggregate Resources 

 

At the river's edge and extending upwards, to downtown Mendota, the bedrock is 

predominately St. Peter Sandstone.  Beyond that point, to the approximate location of the 

Big Rivers Regional Trail, there is a thin layer of Glenwood Shale on top of the St. Peter 

Sandstone.  The uppermost bedrock layer is generally Platteville Limestone. 

 

According to the aggregate resource inventory of the seven county metropolitan area (see 

Figure 3), aggregate resources are located within Mendota.  A deposit of Grey Cloud 

terrace (GCT) is located under Lowertown, the Sibley House Historic Site and portions of 

Fort Snelling State Park.  A deposit of Mendota Heights outwash (MHO) is located on 

top of the bluffs.  These aggregate resources are encumbered by existing development. 
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Figure 3. Aggregate Resource Inventory of the Seven County Metropolitan Area 

 

Drainage 
 

The topography of the area has influenced its drainage.  The natural terrain allows 

rainwater and sediment to travel downward.  Rain water collects in a pond on G Street, 

between Second and Third Streets.  The relatively flat terrain of Lowertown is often 

soggy, particularly during and after times of heavy rain.  The runoff also includes 

sediment, some of which collects in culverts.  A complete discussion of drainage issues 

and the storm water system is in The Plan for Public Facilities and Services. 

 

Floodplain 
 

The floodplain in Mendota lies wholly within Fort Snelling State Park.   

 

Wetlands 
 

Within the developed area of the city, there is one wetland that is listed on National 

Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps; it is within Veterans Park in Lowertown.  The wetland 

is on land owned by the city.  The NWI data has the wetland in the wrong location and 

it’s correct location  is depicted in Figure 2, which identifies the wetland as “open 

water.”  Records provided by the Dakota County Soil and Conservation Service indicate 

Lowertown 

Mendota 
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the wetland adjacent to Veterans Park has a sandy or gravel bottom, creating a good 

medium for the growth of plants, and that it seldom drains.  Records also indicate the 

wetland was once excavated to create a larger storm water detention basin at this 

location. 

 

 

In addition, the area along the Minnesota River, within Fort Snelling State Park, is 

classified as a NWI wetland.  It includes the area immediately adjacent to the river as 

well as two smaller wetlands nearby.  The city does not have direct jurisdiction over 

wetlands within the state park.   

Vegetation 
 

Historically, vegetation in Mendota was a combination of Floodplain Forest and Dry Oak 

Savanna.  Floodplain forest, immediately adjacent to the Minnesota River, includes such 

species as elm, ash, cottonwood, boxelder, silver maple, willow, aspen, and hackberry.  

Dry Oak Savanna includes scattered trees and groves of oaks with some brush and 

thickets.  These descriptions originated from the records of the Public Land survey of 

1847-1855 and subsequent analysis of those records.  Figure 4 shows a 1840s sketch of 

Mendota. Currently, however, much of the vegetation within Mendota has lost much of 

its original character, particularly in the developed areas of the city. The forested bluffs 

are classified as Moderate Quality Natural Areas by the DNR as shown on Figure 2. 

Figure 4. 1840s sketch of Mendota from the Mississippi River 
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Rare and Endangered Species 
 

Threatened and endangered species are protected under both federal and state legislation.  

Under the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 and the Minnesota State Endangered 

Species Act, threatened and endangered species are monitored to determine their location 

and to attempt to avoid jeopardizing them or their habitat. 

 

Sightings of threatened, endangered and rare species are listed in the Minnesota Natural 

Heritage database, which is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Non-game Research 

Program of the state Department of Natural Resources.  This section reflects information 

in the database as of September 1998; additional survey work by biologists in future 

years might alter information in the database. 

 

Adjacent to the city, in parkland, several threatened and endangered species have been 

sighted through the years.  The endangered species on the Minnesota list includes several 

types of mussels found principally in the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area, 

most recently in 1989.  Threatened species include types of mussels, as well as 

Blanding's turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), sighted in 1993 and 1996, and a Peregrine 

falcon (Falco peredrinus), sighted in 1997.  The Peregrine falcon, on the federal list of 

endangered species, was sighted in Fort Snelling State Park; a nesting area was observed 

near the Mendota Bridge. 

 

Natural Resource Issues 
 

Bluffs 

 

The Mississippi River and associated bluffs are an integral part of the city, provide a 

home to a variety of plant and animal life, and are a source for recreation and enjoyment 

for residents and visitors alike.  Protection of these sensitive areas not only allows them 

to be enjoyed for generations to come, but also contributes to the quality of life for 

Mendota residents today. 

 

Many times, the bluff feature will determine what kind of adjacent land use may occur 

and the intensity of that use.  Preservation of the bluffs is a legitimate goal for any local 

government, and through preservation and careful planning, the bluffs can be maintained 

as well as the quality of life for the residents of Mendota. 

 

As mentioned above, the bluff area is Mendota's most prominent and environmentally 

sensitive feature.  Protection of the bluffs from erosion is of vital importance to the City 

because severe erosion problems could conceivably pose a threat to the developed 

portions of the City.  The City encourages its residents to protect and enhance the bluffs 

through whatever means are necessary.  The bluffs are heavily vegetated, and the City 

prohibits development on slopes greater than 18 percent and limits development on 

slopes greater than 12 percent. 
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Topography and Drainage 

 

The topography of the city has created runoff of rainwater and sediment.  Runoff has 

eroded the slopes and deteriorated the culverts and local roads.  A description of culverts 

and roads is in The Plans for Transportation. Further discussion regarding erosion issues 

within the City’s conveyance system is included in  The Plan for Public Facilities and 

Services section of this plan. 

 

 

Natural Resource Goals: 
 

The goals for natural resources in Mendota are: 

 

1. Protection and enhancement of natural features within the city. 

 

2. To permit low impact development in harmony with the natural environment. 

 

Natural Resource Policies and Action Steps 
 

To protect and enhance the natural resources, Mendota will: 

 

1. Continue to enforce the City’s Approval Standards Ordinance (City Code Section 

809.08, updating this ordinance as necessary to remain consistent with the 

requirements of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District. 

 

2. Enforce measures to control erosion and to protect natural drainage ways. 

 

3. Examine each application for a building permit with the goal of preserving slopes on 

bluffs 18 percent or greater and addressing conditions for development on slopes 

between 12 percent and 18 percent so as to protect the bluffs and prevent erosion, 

with the understanding that the City wishes to encourage development and 

reinvestment in the community.  The City is of the opinion that it can accomplish 

both objectives of encouraging development and protecting the bluffs. 

 

4. Preserving our natural resources while encouraging low impact development. Low 

impact development techniques include, but are not limited to: 
 

a. Reduce impervious surfaces (e.g., use narrow roads, permeable pavement); 

 

b. Break up impervious surfaces to allow opportunities for stormwater infiltration;  

 

c. Use ecological stormwater management techniques, such as vegetated swales, 

infiltration systems, and biofilter wetlands; 

 

d. Minimize exposed soils. Phase grading of development sites. 

 

e. Avoid grading and exposure of soils on steep slopes.  
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f. Promote residential or commercial rain gardens designed to capture and soak in 

stormwater 

 

g. Protection, connection and buffering of natural areas  

 

h. Planting street trees that intercept rainfall, improve water quality, and facilitate 

stormwater infiltration/treatment. 

 

i. Buildings that incorporate Leadership in Energy Efficiency and Design (LEED) 

principles 
 

5. Request the cities of Mendota Heights and Lilydale to share copies of development 

proposals for areas adjacent to Mendota, if that development might impact the natural 

environment of Mendota. 

 

6. Enforce federal, state, and watershed management organization regulations for 

wetlands. 

 

7. Prohibit clear cutting of slopes exceeding 12 percent; permit selective cutting and 

trimming of vegetation on slopes exceeding 12 percent only under a permit from the 

City Council. 

 

8. Require that developers of commercial, industrial and multiple-family projects submit 

proposed plans to the City for review and approval, consistent with a checklist of 

environmental concerns that include, but are not limited to, issues of surface water 

management and protection of environmentally sensitive areas. 

 

9. Continue to enforce the City’s Approval Standards Ordinance (City Code Section 

809.08), which includes wetland management standards for pretreatment of runoff 

discharging to wetlands and wetland buffers. 

 

10. Cooperate with Fort Snelling State Park on its efforts to protect the wetlands within 

its boundary and to restore the shoreline. 

 

11. Collaborate with Fort Snelling State Park on measures to protect the open space and 

habitat of endangered and rare species within the park. 

 

12. Work with property owners and developers to enhance natural areas through activities 

such as invasive brush removal, native plantings, and restoring natural drainageways.   

 

13. Mendota will strive for the nondegradation of receiving waters through enforcement 

of the City’s water quality requirements and adoption of the project submittal 

requirements and design criteria of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District. 

 

14. Mendota adopts the waterbody classification system of the Lower Minnesota River 

Watershed District. 
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Cultural Resources 
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes the cultural features of the city of Mendota, including historic 

structures, archaeological sites and cultural landscapes, and their relationship to 

implementation of the comprehensive plan. 

 

Existing Cultural Resources 
 

Mendota's heritage extends from the mid-18
th

 century into the 21
st
 century.  Mdo-te was a 

meeting place for the Dakota, who lived in villages along the Mississippi and Minnesota 

Rivers.  It was a fur trading post and the Minnesota Territory's first Euro-American 

settlement in the first half of the 19
th

 century.  After the Civil War, one of the first 

railroad lines in the state ran through Mendota.  It was a lively destination for revelers 

during the first half of the 20
th

 century.  A description of the city's history is in History of 

Mendota. 

 

Examples of Mendota's rich heritage are discussed below.  Their locations are depicted in 

Figure 5. 

 

The Sibley House Historic Site 
 

The Sibley House Historic Site includes three houses and outbuildings that belonged to 

officials of the American Fur Company, which operated as a fur trading post across the 

river from Fort Snelling during the 1800s.  Two of these three houses, the Sibley and 

Faribault houses, face the Minnesota River; the third is the DuPuis House.  The houses 

were part of a complex of approximately 20 structures at the trading post, most of which 

no longer remain.  (See History of Mendota). 

 

The historic site, on Highway 13 and D Street, is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places as the Mendota Historic District, which also includes the Church of St. 

Peter (in Mendota Heights), the Mendota ferry crossing and the site of the 1819 

Cantonment New Hope, the U. S. Army camp erected prior to the construction of Fort 

Snelling.  The church’s cemetery is located in Mendota. The historic site is owned and 

operated by the Minnesota Historical Society. 

 

Railroads 
 

The Milwaukee/Soo Line rail corridor, believed to be one of the oldest rail lines in 

Minnesota, ran through Mendota, separating what is now the residential neighborhood 

and the downtown from each other.  In 1997, it was converted into a paved trail for 

pedestrians and bicyclists.  The Big Rivers Regional Trail runs for 4.2 miles between 

Lilydale and Mendota Heights. 
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A Limestone railroad tunnel in Fort Snelling State Park, immediately north of the historic 

site, dates from 1878.  It was part of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific 

railroad.  It is at the northern end of the Upper Gun Lake trail in the state park. 

 

Sibley Pioneer Church Monument 
 

The Sibley Pioneer Church Monument was constructed in 1955 and is located on the 

north side of Highway 13, near the historic site.  The sandstone in the monument came 

from the church Henry Sibley built for Mendota's Protestant community.  The building 

was later used as a one-room schoolhouse, which was demolished during construction of 

Sibley Memorial Highway in the mid-1930s. 

 

Mendota's Jail 
 

The jail, on Highway 13, was built in 1915, during a time when there were many taverns 

in Mendota.  At the time, the city had one police officer, who arrested and jailed those 

who had had too much to drink and became rowdy or unruly.  It had two cells, but no 

running water or toilet facilities and, consequently, was closed down in 1946. Although 

the building exceeds the 50-year threshold used to research whether it is eligible for 

landmark status, it is not listed on either the federal or the state lists of historic places. 

 

Mendota's Historic Marker 
 

Another cultural resource in Mendota is the historic marker on Highway 13, southwest of 

the Sibley House Historic Site. The sandstone in the Sibley Pioneer Church Monument 

came from a building once located on the south side of the highway that was built by 

Henry Sibley as a Protestant church. The building was later transformed into a school for 

the city. The monument was constructed in 1955. 

 

St. Peter’s Church 

 

St. Peter's Church, on Highway 13 northeast of the Mendota Bridge, also dates from the 

era when Henry Sibley ran the fur trading post in Mendota. Located in Mendota Heights, 

it is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. St. Peter's cemetery is in Mendota, 

north of Highway 110 and east of the Mendota Bridge.  Additional information about the 

history of Mendota is in The Early History of Mendota 

 

Archaeological Sites 
 

Three archaeological sites in Mendota have been excavated, including portions of the 

Sibley House Historic Site and two groups of mounds nearby, according to information 

available from the State Historic Preservation Office. 

 

The historic site is on the National Register of Historic Places.  Excavations of the 

historic site have produced artifacts from the time prior to the Dakota settlement, to the 

modern era.  This includes excavation of buildings from the time of the fur trading post. 
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Excavations of the two groups of mounds, according to the records, did not yield any 

artifacts. 

 

Cultural Resource Issues 
 

Mendota is unique among most Minnesota communities in that it has a heritage 

extending from the first half of the 18
th

 century, at least.  The issue is how to preserve this 

heritage while accommodating development and redevelopment.  . 

 

Cultural Resource Goals 
 

The goals for cultural resources in Mendota are: 

 

1. Protect and enhance of cultural resources within the city. 

 

2. Establish Mendota as a destination for cultural resource based tourism. 

 

Cultural Resource Policies and Action Steps 
 

To protect and enhance the cultural resources, Mendota will: 

 

1. Collaborate with the Dakota County Historical Society, the Minnesota Historical 

Society, and National Park Service on projects and programs that enhance Mendota’s 

heritage and promote Mendota as a destination for cultural resource based tourism. 

 

2. Participate in the Certified Local Government program, administered by the National 

Park Service and the State Historic Preservation Office, with the aim of receiving 

assistance for eligible projects. 

 

3. Adopt measures to protect existing historic sites, such as the historic jail and Sibley 

House Historic Site. 

 

4. Collaborate with the Minnesota Historical Society to protect the Sibley House 

Historic Site, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

5. Consult with Native American groups to use open space to protect identified 

archaeological sites within the city that are on sites proposed for development and 

redevelopment. 

 

6. Work to have Mendota and its cultural resources included in tourism materials such 

as publications and websites. 

 

7. Maintain a city website that provides cultural resource related tourism information. 
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The People of Mendota 
 

Introduction 
 

A description of the people who live and work in Mendota provides a sketch of the 

community.  Demographics, as well as natural and cultural resources, are the foundations 

for other sections of the comprehensive plan.  Understanding these issues is helpful as the 

community considers options and strategies for its future.  This section includes 

information about Mendota's population and households, as well as its economic base, as 

well as forecasts of growth. 

 

Population and Households 
 

Mendota's Population 
 

Mendota is a small community.  While many nearby communities have grown and 

changed in recent years, Mendota has remained a small city and has retained its small city 

character while accommodating modest amounts of growth. 

 

The population of Mendota at the time of the 2000 U. S. Census was 197.  The city is in 

two census tracts, with all of its population in one of those census tracts.  The second 

census tract includes a portion of a cemetery and a lake south of Highway 110. 

 

Table 1 describes changes in the city's population and households since 1990, compared 

to Dakota County.  The city's population has increased slightly during this 10-year 

period.  In contrast, Dakota County experienced strong growth during the same time 

period. 

 

Table 1 

City of Mendota and Dakota County 

Population and Households, 1990 - 2000 

 

 Year Mendota Dakota County 

Population 
1990 164 275,227 

2000 197 355,904 

Growth Rate 1990-2000 20.1% 29.3% 

Households 
1990 69 98,293 

2000 80 131,151 

Person per Household 
1990 2.38 2.78 

2000 2.46 2.70 
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A breakdown of Mendota's population by age, race, ethnicity, and sex are provided in 

Tables 2, 3, and 4. 

 

Table 2 

City of Mendota 

Population Breakdown, 2000 
 

Age Group Numbers Percentage 

Under 5 years 11 5.6 

5-9 11 5.6 

10-14 23 11.7 

15-17 6 3 

18-21 7 3.6 

22-24 7 3.6 

25-34 31 15.7 

35-44 34 17.3 

45-54 27 13.7 

55-64 20 10.2 

65-74 11 5.6 

75-84 5 2.5 

85 and older 4 2.0 

Total 197 100.0 

Median Age 35.6 (XX) 

 

Table 3 

City of Mendota 

Race/Ethnicity by Age, 2000 

 

Age White 
Black or  

African American 

American 

Indian 

Hispanic 

or Latino 

2 or more 

Races 

Other 

Race 

Under 5 9 0 0 0 1 1 

5-17 35 2 2 0 1 0 

18-24 13 0 1 0 0 0 

25-44 59 1 0 0 4 0 

45-54 26 0 1 0 0 0 

55-64 20 0 0 0 0 0 

65-74 11 0 0 0 0 0 

75 & older 9 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 182 3 4 0 6 1 
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Table 4 

City of Mendota 

Population by Sex, 2000 

 

 Number Percentage 

Male 110 55.8 

Female 87 44.2 

 

Forecasts of Future Growth 
 

Growth in Mendota is challenged by several factors.  The city is surrounded by two other 

communities, the Mississippi River and Fort Snelling State Park. 

 

The Metropolitan Council prepared forecasts to implement its 2030 Regional 

Development Framework.  The overarching goal of the Regional Development 

Framework is to plan for development and redevelopment so as to use resources, 

including land in the metropolitan area and regional services (i.e., sewers and highways) 

efficiently and effectively. 

 

Mendota is classified as a “Developed Community”, one of six geographic planning areas 

in the Council's 2030 Regional Development Framework.  Mendota’s System Statement 

issued by the Metropolitan Council specifically states that “as Mendota plans for current 

and future residents, it should focus on protecting natural resources, ensuring sufficient 

public infrastructure, and developing transition strategies to increase density and 

encourage infill development.”  

 

In response to the 2030 Regional Development Framework the city is: 

 Furthering its commitment to protect natural resources by adopting a new policy 

to encourage low impact development  

 Continuing to collaborate with developers and other jurisdictions to provide 

sufficient public infrastructure 

 Continuing to encourage infill and redevelopment at a minimum density of 4.4 

units per acre, which is consistent with the historic plat of Mendota registered by 

Sibley and Faribault in 1855. 

 

Metropolitan Council forecasts for Mendota, described in Table 5, allow for an increase 

in population, households, and employment through infill development and 

redevelopment.  The forecasts are used by the Metropolitan Council to plan for its 

regional systems.  Communities are to base their plans on these forecasts. However, 

given the nature of long-range forecasting, the Metropolitan Council will maintain an on-

going dialogue with communities to consider any changes in growth trends or community 

expectations about growth that may have an impact on regional systems.  
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Table 5 

City of Mendota 

Metropolitan Council Growth Forecasts, 2010-2030 

 

 2010 2020 2030 

Population 210 230 270 

Households 90 100 120 

Employment 130 150 170 

 

The  forecasts assume infill development on vacant land and redevelopment of 

underutilized land along Highway 13.  The city only has 2 acres of vacant land with 

slopes less than 18% scattered throughout the city.  Approximately 10 new households 

could be accommodated through infill development on vacant land and underutilized 

parcels.   There are approximately nine (9) acres along Highway 13 that are guided 

Mixed Use.  This plan assumes that fifty percent of the land along Highway 13 will 

redevelop during the 2010 – 2030 planning period. This redevelopment provides the 

opportunity to accommodate approximately 20 new households at a minimum density of 

10 units per acre. .  Mixed-use development is discussed further in The Plan for Land Use 

and The Plan for Downtown Mendota. 

 

A breakdown of Mendota's households by type, occupancy, and tenure are provided in 

Tables 6, 7, and 8. Social Characteristics of Mendota’s households are provided in Table 

9. 

 

Table 6 

City of Mendota 

Households by Type 

 

 Number Percentage 

Family households (families) 48 60.0 

 With own children under 18 years  27 33.8 

Married-couple family  28 35.0 

 With own children under 18 years  14 17.5 

Female householder, no husband present  13 16.3 

 With own children under 18 years 9 11.3 

Non-family households  32 40.0 

 Householder living alone  23 28.8 

 Householder 65 years and over  6 7.5 

Households with individuals under 18 years  29 36.3 

Households with individuals 65 years and over  17 21.3 

Average household size 2.46 (X) 

Average family size 3.08 (X) 

Total households 80 100.0 
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Table 7 

City of Mendota 

Households by Occupancy 

 

 Number Percentage 

Occupied housing units  80 100.0 

 

Table 8 

City of Mendota 

Households by Tenure 

 

 Number Percentage 

Owner-occupied housing units 56 70.0 

Renter-occupied housing units 24 30.0 

Occupied housing units 80 100.0 

Average household size of owner-occupied units 2.66 (X) 

Average household size of renter-occupied units 2.00 (X) 

 

Table 9 

City of Mendota 

Social Characteristics 

 

Subject Number Percentage 

School Enrollment 

Kindergarten 8 24.2 

Elementary School (Grades 1-8) 14 42.4 

High School (Grades 9-12) 3 9.1 

College or Graduate School 8 24.2 

Population 5 years and over enrolled in school 33 100.0 

 

Educational Attainment 

Less than 9
th

 grade 6 5.3 

9
th

 – 12
th

 grade, no diploma 8 7.1 

High School Graduate (Includes equivalency) 45 39.8 

Some college, no degree 32 28.3 

Associate degree 10 8.8 

Bachelor’s degree 7 6.2 

Graduate or professional degree 5 4.4 

Percent high school graduate or higher 87.6 (X) 

Percent bachelor’s degree or higher 10.6 (X) 

Population 25 years and over 113 100.0 
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Table 9 (continued) 

City of Mendota 

Social Characteristics 
 

Marital Status 

Never married 37 29.4 

Now married, except separated 55 43.7 

Separated 4 3.2 

Widowed 9 7.1 

Divorced 21 16.7 

Population 15 years and over 126 100.0 

 

Nativity and Place of Birth 

Native 149 96.8 

Born in United States 149 96.8 

State of residence 131 85.1 

Different state 18 11.7 

Born outside United States - - 

Foreign born 5 3.2 

Naturalized citizen 5 3.2 

Not a citizen - - 

Total population 154 100.0 

 

Language Spoken at Home 

English only 139 93.9 

Language other than English 9 6.1 

Other Indo-European languages 3 2.0 

Asian and Pacific Island languages 3 2.0 

Population 5 years and over 148 100.0 

 

Ancestry (single or multiple) 

Czech 6 3.9 

Dutch 1 0.6 

English 10 6.5 

French (except Basque) 14 9.1 

French Canadian 14 9.1 

German 40 26.0 

Irish 26 16.9 

Italian 4 2.6 

Norwegian 11 7.1 

Polish 2 1.3 

Swedish 20 13.0 

United States or American 16 10.4 

Other ancestries 26 16.9 

Total ancestries reported 190 123.4 
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The Economy and Employment 
 

Economic activity is centered along Highway 13.  The businesses in Mendota are 

restaurants, light industrial firms and others.  Table 10 describes the numbers of 

employees working in Mendota in 2000. 

 

Table 10 

City of Mendota 

Employment, 2000 

 

Subject Number Percentage 

In labor force 77 61.1 

Civilian labor force 77 61.1 

Employed  77 61.1 

Not in labor force 49 38.9 

Population 16 years and over  126 100.0 

 

The Metropolitan council prepares employment forecasts.  These are described in    

Table 5. 

 

The Council's employment forecasts assume modest redevelopment of land along 

Highway 13 and job creation at existing businesses.  Redevelopment and job creation 

could create another 40 jobs during the planning period. 

 

Table 11 details the estimated growth of employment in Mendota by 2020. 

 

Table 11 

City of Mendota 

Employment Statistics 

 

Subject Number Percentage 

Commuting to work 

Car, truck, or van 68 88.3 

Walked 5 6.5 

Other means 4 5.2 

Workers 16 years and over 77 100.0 

Mean travel time to work (minutes) 18.9 (X) 
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Table 11 (continued) 

City of Mendota 

Employment Statistics 
 

Employed Civilian Population 

Occupation 

Management, professional, and related 

occupations 

18 23.4 

Service occupations 16 20.8 

Sales and office occupations 27 35.1 

Construction, extraction, and maintenance 

occupations 

7 9.1 

Production, transportation, and material 

moving occupations 

9 11.7 

 

Industry 

Construction 7 9.1 

Manufacturing 10 13.0 

Wholesale trade 2 2.6 

Retail trade 8 10.4 

Transportation and warehousing, and 

utilities 

8 10.4 

Information 3 3.9 

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental 

and leasing 

12 15.6 

 

Subject 

Professional, scientific, management, 

administrative, and waste management 

services 

6 7.8 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 

accommodation and food services 

13 16.9 

Other services (except public 

administration) 

5 6.5 

Public administration 3 3.9 

Workers 16 years and over 77 100.0 
 

Class of Worker 

Private wage and salary workers 69 89.6 

Government workers 7 9.1 

Self-employed workers in own not 

incorporated business 

1 1.3 
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Table 11 (continued) 

City of Mendota 

Employment Statistics 
 

Income in 1999 

Less than $10,000 5 7.0 

$10,000 to $14,999 2 2.8 

$15,000 to $24,999 10 14.1 

$25,000 to $34,999 12 16.9 

$35,000 to $49,999 9 12.7 

$50,000 to $74,999 17 23.9 

$75,000 to $99,999 11 15.5 

$100,000 to $149,999 3 4.2 

$150,000 to $199,999 - - 

$200,000 or more 2 2.8 

Households 71 100.0 

Median household income (dollars) 45,938 (X) 

With earnings  53 74.6 

 

Poverty Status in 1999 

Families - - 

Individuals 2 1.3 

    18 years and over 2 1.6 

    65 years and over - - 

Unrelated individuals 15 years and over 2 4.4 

 

Future Growth Goals 
 

Growth in Mendota will: 

 

1. Be consistent with the Metropolitan Council's regional systems plans. 

 

2. Address the constraints imposed by the natural features of the city area and the 

limited amount of vacant developable land. 

 

3. Build upon the City's strengths and assets. 

 

4. Address the City’s weaknesses and issues 

 

5. Strengthen the City's economic base. 

 

6. Accommodate development and redevelopment in a manner that ensures Mendota’s 

small city character is maintained. 
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Future Growth Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide for future growth, Mendota will: 

 

1. Accommodate proposals for growth that anticipate and address the constraints 

imposed by natural features of the city and the amount of developable land. 

 

2. Establish a mixed-use zoning district for the downtown area, , to facilitate 

development with housing as well as commercial retail and office use to expand the 

city’s employment and property tax base. 

 

3. Strive to connect natural, cultural and recreational resources through development and 

redevelopment 
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The Plan for Land Use 
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes the existing uses of land in Mendota and the factors which, 

historically, have influenced how land in the city has been used.  Future land uses are also 

discussed in this section. 

 

Existing Land Uses 
 

Land Use Definitions 

 

Mendota has the following land uses, based on the definitions from the Metropolitan 

Council: 

 Single-family residential. Single family detached housing, including 

manufactured housing. 

 Multiple-family residential.  Attached housing, including apartment buildings. 

 Commercial.  Retain sales and services, including professional services and 

private institutional uses, as well as recreational services that are predominately 

privately owned and operated. 

 Industrial.  Manufacturing of all kinds, including assembly; facilities involved in 

the movement of goods, construction, communications utilities and wholesale 

sales. 

 Public/Institutional.  Buildings and adjacent lands of schools (both public and 

private), churches, cemeteries and all facilities of local, state and federal 

governments.  This category includes the Sibley House Historic Site. 

 Parks/Open Space.  Parks and recreational facilities owned and operated by local, 

regional, state and federal government; open spaces. 

 Right-of-way.  Rights-of-way for existing highways, streets and alleys. Rights-of-

way for existing railways 

 Open Water.  Public waterways, including the Mississippi River. 

 

The Historic Plat Map 

 

Any attempt to understand existing and proposed land uses by Mendota by simply 

viewing a plat map would be misleading.  The plat establishing lot lines and streets in 

Mendota was laid out and registered in 1855 by Henry H. Sibley, Alexander Faribault 

and Jean-Baptiste Faribault. 
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The historic plat map established a grid pattern of land ownership that makes no 

accommodation to the topography, which is described in Natural Resources. 

 

Consequently, homes south of Highway 13 were often built on areas designated for street 

and actually streets cross-platted lots.  Since Mendota has never adopted an official map, 

several property owners occupy and use land that is designated for streets on the historic 

plat of the city. 

 

Inventory of Existing Land Uses 

 

All land in Mendota is within the existing Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA) 

boundary. 

 

Existing land uses (2009) in Mendota are depicted in Figure 6.  The gross and net 

acreage of existing land uses, and their percentage, are described in Table 12. Net acres 

has wetlands and slopes greater than 18% subtracted from the gross acres. 

 

Table 12 

Existing Land Uses in Mendota, 2009 

 

Land Use Category 
Gross 

Acres 

Net 

Acres 
Percent 

Residential (low density) 36.23 20.91 10.8 

Residential (medium density) 0.56 0.56 0.3 

Commercial 4.01 3.69 1.9 

Industrial 2.50 2.46 1.3 

Public/Institutional 20.62 15.06 7.8 

Park/Open Space 38.30 5.05 2.6 

Right-of-Way 59.33 33.53 17.3 

Open Water 23.51 23.51 12.2 

Vacant 8.30 2.29 1.2 

Wetlands -- 30.34 15.7 

Steep Slopes (>18%) -- 55.98 29.0 

Total 193.37 193.37 100.0 

Source:  City of Mendota, Bonestroo 

 

Information from the Dakota County Assessor indicates that residential properties, both 

single-family and multiple-family, in 2000, represented 60.3 percent of the city's property 

tax capacity, while commercial properties represented 29.99 percent of the tax capacity 

and railroads, 9.69 percent. 
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Residential Density 

 

Neither the zoning code nor the adopted  comprehensive plan specifically discusses 

residential density.  The existing net residential density is 3.81 units per acre.  This 

calculation includes only the areas of the city designated for residential uses. 

 

The Mendota zoning code establishes minimum lot sizes for single-family dwellings, 

differentiating between those connected to the sanitary sewer and those that are not.   

The minimum lot size for a sewered single-family dwelling is 10,000 square feet; for an 

unsewered dwelling, the minimum lot size is 15,000 square feet. However, 10,000 square 

foot unsewered lots are allowed as a conditional use. 

 

Infill development will occur on existing lots of record and through the subdivision of 

larger lots.  The Historic Plat Map was based on a grid of lots measuring 157.5 feet by 66 

feet, which accommodates a density of approximately 4 units per acre. Infill development 

will occur at this historically defined density. 

 

Mixed use redevelopment along Highway 13 will occur at a minimum density of 10 units 

per acre.  The city has not established a maximum density for mixed use redevelopment; 

however, setbacks and height restrictions will be the major factors that will establish the 

maximum density appropriate for each site along Highway 13. 

 

Downtown Mendota 

 

Downtown Mendota lies along an approximated half-mile stretch of Highway 13, 

between the Big Rivers Regional Trail on the east and the Sibley House Historic Site on 

the west. 

 

Existing land uses on Highway 13, in addition to the historic site, include commercial and 

industrial businesses and scattered housing.  A U.S. Postal Service office is also located 

on Highway 13. 

 

Land Use Issues 
 

Factors affecting Future Growth 

 

Properties on both sides of Highway 13 are relatively flat.  A bluff in the state park lies 

on the north side of the downtown area.  Properties on the south side of Highway 13 abut 

the Big Rivers Regional Trail. 

 

Mendota is at the confluence of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers.  A factor in its 

future growth will be its location within the river corridor.  The Critical Area 

requirements have set parameters on how land in Mendota will be used, including types 

of land uses and how buildings and site will be signed.  Executive Order 79-19, which 

outlines Critical Area requirements, includes Mendota in the Urban Open Space District.  

(See The Plan for the River Corridor). 
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Future Land Use 
 

The land use designations, depicted in Figure 7 and quantified in Table 13, are: 

 

 Residential.  This district includes the existing single-family residential 

neighborhood south of the Big Rivers Regional Trail and along Highway 13 east 

of the downtown area. The zoning classification will be “residential.” 

 

 Mixed use.  This district will include properties along Highway 13 and 

accommodate existing residential, commercial and industrial land uses.            

The zoning classification will be “commercial” or a new mixed use zoning 

designation will be established.  Currently, the commercial district allows 

residential uses as a conditional use.  

 

 Public/institutional.  This district will include public uses, such as the historic site 

and parks, as well as churches and cemeteries.  The zoning classification will be 

“public.” 

 

 Right-of-Way – includes the strips of land used for the route of public 

roads 

 

 Open Water – includes water bodies such as the Mississippi River and 

Lake Augusta. 

 

 Wetland – includes wetlands as defined by the National Wetland 

Inventory 

 

 Steep Slopes – includes slopes greater than 18% grade 

 

Table 13 

Future Land Uses in Mendota, 1999-2020 

 

Land Use Category 
Gross 

Acres 

Net 

Acres 
Percent 

Residential  43.33 22.05 11.4 

Mixed-Use 9.89 9.06 4.7 

Public/Institutional 57.29 18.91 9.8 

Right-of Way 59.33 33.53 17.3 

Open Water 23.51 23.51 12.2 

Wetlands -- 30.31 15.7 

Steep Slopes (>18%) -- 55.98 29.0 

Total 193.37 193.37 100.0 

Source:  City of Mendota, Bonestroo 
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Land Use Goals 
 

The land use goals in Mendota are: 

 

1. Provide for residential uses south of the Big Rivers Regional Trail. 

 

2. Provide for residential, commercial and industrial uses along Highway 13. 

 

3. Provide for public and institutional uses that connect natural, cultural and 

recreational resources. 

 

4. Encourage commercial uses that build on the City’s history and historic sites, 

including the Sibley House Historic Site. 

 

5. Encourage commercial uses that build on the City’s proximity to the Mississippi 

and Minnesota Rivers. 

 

6. Encourage commercial uses that are consistent with Mendota’s small city 

character. 

 

Land Use Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide for land use, Mendota will: 

 

1. Maintain a residential land use designation for the existing residential 

neighborhoods, accompanied by residential zoning. 

 

2. Maintain a mixed-use land use designation in the downtown area, accompanied 

by commercial or mixed use zoning, to provide flexibility for new development 

and to promote reinvestment in the area. 

 

3. Maintain a public/institutional land use designation where those uses now exist, 

accompanied by public/institutional zoning. 

 

4. Approve architectural, design and performance standards for future development 

and redevelopment consistent with the city's heritage and small city character. 

 

5. Work with applicable government agencies to encourage development of river 

frontage in Fort Snelling State Park to encourage enjoyment of riverfront in 

Mendota. 

 

6. Whenever possible, protect access to direct sunlight for solar energy systems on 

principal structures. 
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The Plan for the Residential Neighborhood 
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes the residential neighborhood in Mendota, specifically its housing.  

Both existing housing in the city and future housing needs are discussed in this section.  

This section constitutes Mendota's housing plan. 

 

The Existing Residential Neighborhood 
 

The City of Mendota is a residential community, with single-family detached housing the 

predominate land use. 

 

Housing Supply 

 

Census figures (2000) indicate there are 80 households in the city, while a housing survey 

conducted by Mendota in the spring of 1998 indicated there are 67 residences.  Housing 

types include single-family detached houses, one multiple-family apartment complex 

located on the southeastern corner of Third and E Streets with 15 units, and six mobile 

homes secured to foundations.  Sixty-five of the residences, or more than 81 percent, are 

single-family detached homes.  Most residences are owner-occupied. 

 

Between 2000 and 2007, the City accommodated infill development by adding nine (9) 

new single family homes. New construction peaked in 2004 when the City 

accommodated five (5) new residential units.  These new units are located along 

Highway 13 and C Street. 

 

Housing Value 

 

A majority of housing in Mendota is considered affordable.  According to a report 

prepared for the Metropolitan Council titled “Determining the Affordable Housing Need 

in the Twin Cities 2011 – 2020,” 69 percent of Mendota’s existing housing stock is 

considered affordable.  Affordable is defined in the report as “the percentage of a 

community’s total housing units that are affordable to low-income households (earning at 

or below 60% of the Twin Cities 13-County Area Median Family Income, as determined 

by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban  Development).” This report determined 

that Mendota’s share of the regional affordable housing supply is three (3) new 

affordable housing units between 2010 – 2020. This comprehensive plan anticipates 

accommodating mixed use redevelopment along Highway 13 at a minimum density of 10 

units per acre, which provides for a density of development that could be affordable.   

Table 14 provides detailed information about the existing housing stock at the time of the 

2000 census. 
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Table 14 

City of Mendota 

Housing Statistics, 2000 Census 

 

Subject  Number Percentage 

Total housing units 69 100.0 

 

Units in Structure 

1-unit 53 76.8 

2-units - - 

3 or 4 units 8 11.6 

5 to 9 units 5 7.2 

Mobile home 3 4.3 

 

Year Structure Built 

1999 to March 2000 - - 

1995 to 1998 - - 

1990 to 1994 - - 

1980 to 1989 2 2.9 

1970 to 1979 5 7.2 

1960 to 1969 13 18.8 

1940 to 1959 20 29.0 

1939 to earlier 29 42.0 

 

Rooms 

1 room 2 2.9 

2 rooms 3 4.3 

3 rooms - - 

4 rooms 13 18.8 

5 rooms 17 24.6 

6 rooms 11 15.9 

7 rooms 10 14.5 

8 rooms 2 2.9 

9 or more rooms 11 15.9 

Median (rooms) 5.5 (X) 

 

Value 

Less than $50,000 5 9.4 

$50,000 to $99,999 21 22.6 

$100,000 to $149,999 12 22.6 

$150,000 to $199,999 6 11.3 

$200,000 to $299,999 4 7.5 

$300,000 to $499,999 - - 

$500,000 to $999,999 5 9.4 

Median (dollars) 101,300 (X) 
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Table 14 (continued) 

City of Mendota 

Housing Statistics, 2000 Census 
 

Mortgage Status and Selected Monthly Owner Costs 

With a mortgage 28 52.8 

Less than $300 - - 

$300 to $499 2 3.8 

$500 to $699 7 13.2 

$700 to $999 11 20.8 

$1,000 to $1,499 3 5.7 

$1,500 to $1,999 - - 

$2,000 or more 5 9.4 

Median (dollars) 880 (X) 

Not mortgaged 25 47.2 

Median (dollars) 338 (X) 

 

Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a Percentage of Household 

Income in 1999   

Less than 15.0 percent 26 49.1 

15.0 to 19.9 percent 9 17.0 

20.0 to 24.9 percent 3 5.7 

25.0 to 29.9 percent 4 7.5 

30.0 to 34.9 percent 2 3.8 

35.0 percent or more 9 17.0 

Not computed - - 

 

 

Housing Condition 

 

The oldest housing in Mendota, according to Dakota County Assessor's records, was built 

in 1832, with another six built during the latter 20 years of the 19
th

 century.  

Approximately 20 percent of the single-family homes were constructed after 1960.      

The one multiple-family residence in the city was constructed prior to 1970. 

 

A housing survey was conducted in the spring of 1998 to determine the exterior physical 

condition of each dwelling.  Since 1998 nine new structures have been constructed that 

are in excellent condition. The following criteria were used: 

 

 Excellent.  These are relatively new buildings, generally constructed within the 

last decade.  With normal maintenance, they would provide satisfactory housing 

for another 20 years or more. 

 

 Good.  These are buildings which, with minor rehabilitation or continued normal 

maintenance, would provide satisfactory housing for another additional 20 years. 
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 Fair.  These are buildings that, if they are to provide satisfactory housing for 

another 20 years, would require major rehabilitation.  Without major 

rehabilitation, and following careful study, demolition within the next 20 years 

should be considered. 

 

 Poor.  These are buildings that are classified as sub-standard and could not be 

rehabilitated economically.  They probably should be demolished. 

 

Even though most houses are more than 40 years old, their condition ranges from fair to 

excellent.  Only one house, uninhabited at the time of the survey, is deteriorating and 

beyond repair.  A tally of the condition of single-family homes in Mendota is present in  

Table 15. 

 

Table 15 

City of Mendota 

Condition of Housing 

 

Housing Condition Numbers of Housing Structures 

Excellent 35 

Good 32 

Fair 8 

Poor 1 

Total 76 

 

Potential Housing Needs 

 

People of different age groups typically have different housing needs.  Over half (60 

percent, see Table 6) of the city's population at that time of the 2000 census family 

households.  Approximately 35 percent of the total households were adults with children.  

The number of households with children has decreased by 50 percent since the 1990 

census.  Mendota is a community that experiences little housing turnover; therefore, 

many households remain in their home through their life-cycle. Some residents, in fact, 

trace their ancestry to early Mendota.  Consequently, life-cycle housing is not a 

significant issue for Mendota.  New housing constructed within the past decade has 

provided “move up” housing, which was not previously available in Mendota.. Mendota 

currently lacks higher density housing, such as condominiums, which can provide 

housing opportunities for young families, seniors, or other age groups attracted to this 

type of housing product. 
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Residential Neighborhood Issues 
 

Housing issues and options during the next 20 years are: 

 

 Deterioration of the existing housing stock. 

 

 Construction of new homes and housing types 

 

Housing Maintenance and Rehabilitation 

 

The vast majority of Mendota's housing stock is in good or excellent condition.  To 

assure that houses do not deteriorate, or deteriorate further, a number of government 

agencies have established a variety of housing maintenance and rehabilitation programs 

to qualifying homeowners. 

 

Housing programs include those funded by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and administered through the Dakota County Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority (HRA).  These programs include deferred loans and installment loans to 

qualified homeowners.  In addition, the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency funds 

several home improvement programs that are administered through the HRA and banks.  

These programs include home energy loans, loans to make a home accessible for a 

disabled resident and home improvement loans. 

 

Residential Neighborhood Goals 
 

The housing goals in Mendota are: 

 

1. Facilitate the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing housing to prevent 

deterioration of the existing housing stock. 

 

2. Provide a variety of housing choices for a range of ages (entry level through 

retirement) and income levels. 

 

Residential Neighborhood Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide for housing needs, Mendota will: 

 

1. Provide information about housing maintenance and rehabilitation programs for 

qualified residents that are administered by Dakota County Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority and the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency. 

 

2. Accommodate a variety of housing types to provide life-cycle housing for the 

community. 
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The Plan for Downtown Mendota  
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes downtown Mendota, a stretch of Highway 13 that includes existing 

industrial, commercial and residential uses, and suggests a concept for downtown 

revitalization that builds on the city's strengths and assets. 

 

Existing Downtown Mendota 
 

Downtown Mendota lies along an approximate half-mile stretch of Highway 13, between 

the Big Rivers Regional Trail on the east and the Sibley House Historic Site on the west. 

This is Mendota’s Main Street. Pedestrian and bicycle access to Fort Snelling State Park 

is provided north of the historic site. 

 

Mendota has been a destination since the American Fur Company in the early years of 

the 19
th

 century established a trading post at the confluence of the Mississippi and 

Minnesota Rivers, a long-time encampment of the Dakota across the river from Fort 

Snelling.  Remnants and reminders of Mendota’s heritage are still found in the city. 

 

Existing land uses on Main Street, in addition to the historic site, include commercial and 

industrial businesses and scattered single-family houses. Existing commercial uses 

include two restaurants and buildings used for offices (one a converted single-family 

house). Industrial uses include a metal fabricating firm, a fence construction firm and 

others. A U.S. Postal Service office is also located on Main Street. 

 

The lack of an integrated pattern of land uses is exacerbated by the design of Highway 

13, which functions solely as a road for pass-through traffic. Its design -- a relatively 

wide right-of-way with a streetscape that discourages pedestrian-scale activity -- results 

in vehicles traveling through Mendota at a high rate of speed and not stopping to 

patronize its businesses. A detailed discussion of Highway 13 is in The Plan for 

Transportation. 

 

Because of the nature of the existing businesses in Mendota, the employment base is 

narrow.  The Metropolitan Council estimates that, in 2000, approximately 100 people 

were employees in Mendota businesses. 

 

Issues for Downtown Mendota 

 

A city that operates successfully has two characteristics -- an edge that separates it from 

other towns and a center which identifies it. 

 

Mendota's edge is the topography that gives it a "bowl" shape that falls down to the river. 

The "bowl" shape ensures that Mendota has been, and will continue to be, a small city, 

which is in sharp contrast to the character of the surrounding cities and of the 
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metropolitan region.  Its center is Main Street. Currently, the center is defined by the 

historic site and a collection of industrial and commercial businesses. 

 

The plan for the future of the downtown area will enhance and connect its cultural, 

recreational, and natural assets and create a destination for people seeking to visit its area 

for shopping, dining, and recreation. The result would create a stronger economic base 

for the community. 

 

Benefits of Revitalization 

 

Expanding on these themes, the benefits of revitalizing downtown Mendota would be: 

 

 Downtown will be a place where the community can gather together. 

 

 Mendota already has a heritage and an identity.  A revitalized business district 

will demonstrate Mendota’s uniqueness and provide a sense of place. 

 

 Options for goods and services are increased, particularly for the city’s residents. 

 

 Because of its history, its location along the river and in the metropolitan area, a 

selection of unique businesses and events, and access to cultural, recreational, and 

natural resources, Mendota will be a destination for visitors. 

 

 A healthy downtown creates a stronger economic base for the entire city.  A 

larger property tax base in the downtown area protects property values in the 

residential neighborhood. 

 

 For independent businesses, profits are kept in city.  New, small businesses, 

including family-owned businesses, can be encouraged. 

 

 Jobs are retained or created, making a stronger tax base. 

 

 Support for community projects. 

 

Mendota's Assets 

 

Mendota is uniquely positioned to revitalize its downtown. Downtown revitalization 

would build on existing assets of geography, history and amenities. 

 

Those assets are: 

 

 It is near the center of the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan region. It would be a 

 destination for those living in the region who want to use discretionary time 

without traveling long distances. For those living outside the region, it is close to 

the airport, the hotel district and the megamall. 
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 It is served by major highways - Highway 110, Interstates 35E and 55. 

 

 It has a unique, long and varied history.  

 

 It is the location of one large historic site -- the Sibley House Historic Site -- and 

is in close proximity to others (Fort Snelling) as well as to regional parks and 

trails. These are typical destinations can attract significant numbers of users to 

Mendota. 

 

 It is at the juncture of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers and has the potential 

to relate to the river. 

 

A Revitalization Strategy 
 

A revitalization plan and strategies to implement it would use Mendota's assets in ways 

that would benefit the downtown area, its businesses and the residents of the community. 

 

The Main Street Program of the National Trust for Historic Preservation has devised an 

approach for building a downtown revitalization strategy that uses the strengths and 

assets of a community.  Elements of this approach are: 

 

 Design. Enhancing the physical appearance of the commercial district by 

 rehabilitating historic buildings, encouraging supportive new construction, 

developing sensitive design management systems, and planning for the long-term. 

 

 Organization.  Building consensus and cooperation among the groups and 

 individuals who have a role in the revitalization process. 

 

 Promotion.  Marketing the traditional commercial district’s assets to customers, 

 potential investors, new businesses, local citizens and visitors. 

 

 Economic Restructuring.  Strengthening the district’s existing commercial base 

while finding ways to expand it to meet new opportunities and challenges from 

outlying development. 

 

Implementing all or parts of the four-point approach in Mendota will require a 

collaboration between City Council and Main Street businesses, with the assistance of 

other interested parties, such as the staff of the Sibley House Historic Site, Dakota 

County and Fort Snelling. 

 

The pivotal concept in a downtown revitalization program for a city of Mendota's size 

and with its assets, is finding ways of attracting people to come and to linger, rather than 

to pass through quickly, whether by vehicle, bike or in-line skates. Accomplishing this 

will involve encouraging businesses catering to people who could come to Mendota and 

developing projects that will welcome them once they arrive. 
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There are two characteristics of a successful business revitalization plan. It is organic, 

evolving as the downtown area grows and matures. It is also flexible, taking advantage of 

new ideas and new opportunities.  Some ideas suggested at the beginning can be put into 

action relatively quickly, while others will take longer to implement. Some ideas will 

require laying the right foundation and picking the right time before they will succeed. 

 

Encouraging and supporting businesses on Main Street should be part of an overall plan 

that also includes expanding housing choices for Mendota's residents and fostering the 

development of public amenities to serve Mendota's residents and visitors. 

 

Potential Businesses 

 

Businesses that cater to those who currently use the trails and parks, or who visit the 

historic sites, would be the starting point for a revitalization program. A list of 

possibilities and, the list is not inclusive includes: 

 

 Stores selling bikes and biking equipment, as well as hiking equipment. 

 

 A small market, serving both visitors to Mendota and the residents. 

 

 Stores capitalizing on Mendota's history, including gifts, antiques and antiquarian 

books. 

 

 Restaurants, both upscale and informal (such as a coffee shop or small cafe). 

 

 A bed and breakfast. 

 

 An ATM machine. 

 

As a downtown revitalization program evolves, other businesses, not yet contemplated, 

would be added to the mixture. 

 

Mixed-Use Projects 

 

Businesses could be part of a mixed-use project, incorporating ground-floor retail stores 

with housing above.  There is existing housing along Main Street. Encouraging mixed-

use projects, with housing as one component, would accomplish several objectives. Tax 

revenues would be increased because there would be additional residential and 

commercial properties paying property taxes.   

 

Expectations for future growth of households and employment would be met. There is the 

potential for stores offering goods and services for residents. With more residents living 

in Mendota, there would be a broader base of local customers than now exists. Lastly, 

there would be a vitality to the area, one that does not exist if there are only 

establishments which close at the end of the business day. 
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Development of mixed-use projects could occur either through a traditional development 

proposal or through a project funded by the Dakota County Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority.  Potential locations for mixed-use projects are those where the sites are 

sufficiently deep for the building, so that the scale is appropriate for the small city 

character of Mendota, and where the addition of retail stores would complement existing 

commercial uses and attractions along Main Street. 

 

Mixed-use projects, including those adjacent to the river bluff, could be designed at a 

scale that both promotes private enterprise and a walkable street design.  Principles for 

achieving these aims are in The Plan for Land Use.  

 

Public Amenities 

 

Public amenities in a downtown area, provided they reflect the scale and character of a 

community, are an investment. They will nurture commercial activity because they will 

attract patrons. That, over time, increases the value of the business district. 

 

There are several possible projects -- some already part of a plan and some that are at the 

formative stages-- that will have the capacity to welcome visitors (and business patrons) 

once they arrive in Mendota. 

 

Additional Trailhead in Mendota for the Big Rivers Regional Trail would increase the 

number of users who get onto the trail from the city. A trailhead is located at the 

northeast corner of the intersection of the trail and Highway 13, within Fort Snelling 

State Park. Another trailhead  could occur -- where the trail crosses D Street, a block 

south of the Sibley House Historic Site... In addition, the development plan for the Big 

Rivers Regional Trail envisages connections to downtown Mendota in two ways, 

including a trail route along Highway 13 and a trail spur at D Street. The trail right-of-

way at D Street is wider than elsewhere with sufficient room for a "deceleration lane" for 

bicyclists and skaters and for a kiosk displaying information about both the trail and 

Mendota. This project could be a joint project of Dakota County and Mendota.  Both 

existing and proposed trailhead locations are depicted in Figure 8. Additional discussion 

of the trail is in The Plan for the River Corridor. 

 

A bike trail along Highway 13, between the historic site and the trailhead site at the east 

end of city, is depicted on the parks and trail plan, Figure 8. The bike trail and a spur 

connecting with a Fort Snelling State Park trail north of the historic site, along with the 

new walkable sidewalks along Main Street, will increase the numbers of people 

patronizing businesses there. If river access were developed, as discussed in The Plan for 

the River Corridor, then it would also be connected to the bike trail along Highway 13. 
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An overlook, part of a garden and plaza behind the historic jail, would provide visual 

access to the river. It could include a bike rack, as well as benches and other street 

furniture. The historic jail, which dates from 1915, could be transformed into a display of 

the city's history following the end of the fur-trading era.  Participation in the Certified 

Local Government program administered by the National Park Service and the State 

Historic Preservation Office would enable Mendota to build on its history, encouraging 

development that is in keeping with its roots and its small city character. This is discussed 

in detail in The Plan/or the River Corridor. 

 

The Mendota Days festival, held each summer, attracts visitors and residents to celebrate 

the city's history. Numerous events occur at the Sibley House Historic Site, including 

walking tours of Mendota. There are other possibilities for events and activities that 

would capitalize on the city’s history, its proximity to parks and trails, as well as its 

location in the center of a metropolitan area. For example, a crafts fair or a weekly 

farmers market organized by a local business association would attract patrons and would 

support other efforts of downtown business. Another opportunity will be the 100
th

 

birthday of the Sibley House Historic Site which will occur in 2010. 

 

Mendota currently has no city hall or community-gathering place, other than the post 

office and Veterans Park. One possible way of providing such a facility is including a 

community room in an HRA-sponsored mixed-use project. It could be used for City 

Council meetings and for activities planned by residents. It would also provide storage 

space for the city's records. 

 

Downtown Mendota Goals 
 

The goals for downtown Mendota are: 

 

1. Build on Mendota’s heritage and small city character in a downtown economic 

development program. 

 

2. Build on Mendota's assets and strengths in an economic development program for 

the downtown area. 

 

3. Facilitate business retention and revitalization to benefit both businesses and the 

community. 

 

4. Attract new business investment in downtown to improve the city’s tax base and 

create a vibrant commercial business district 
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Downtown Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide for downtown, Mendota will: 

 

1.  Facilitate the development of public amenities that would be destinations for those 

living outside Mendota and attract visitors to downtown Mendota; such public 

amenities could include, but would not be limited to: 

 

 A bike trial along Highway 13 that connects to the Big Rivers Regional Trail and 

 Fort Snelling State Park, as well as to the Sibley House Historic Site and Veterans 

Park. 

 

 Trailhead for Big Rivers Regional Trail at its intersection with  

  of D Street. 

 

 An interpretive center of Mendota history at the historic jail; the site of the 

 historic jail could also be a plaza and a river overlook. 

 

 A community center to be used, for example, for city meetings and as a 

 gathering place for residents. 

 

2.  Encourage the development of housing in mixed-use projects, with the intention of 

 increasing the population, the base of customers for downtown businesses and the 

 property tax base. Development of housing could occur either through conventional 

 financing or through the Dakota County Housing and Redevelopment Authority. 

 

3.  Establish a downtown revitalization group, composed of property owners and 

business owners, the managers of such institutions as the post office and the historic 

site, as well as city officials and residents to create and implement an economic 

development program for downtown. 

 

4.  Collaborate with other government jurisdictions to plan for, and implement, the 

 development of public amenities; these government jurisdictions include, but are not 

limited to Dakota County, Fort Snelling State Park, , the Sibley House Historic Site, 

and the National Park Service (Mississippi National River and Recreation Area).  

 

5.   Collaborate with the Minnesota Department of Transportation to implement projects 

 within the Highway 13 right-of-way so that the roadway encourages, rather than 

 discourages, business revitalization and safe pedestrian/bicycle movement to and 

through the downtown area. 

 

6.   Approve architectural standards and performance standards that have the effect of 

 creating an attractive downtown that nurtures businesses and provides a gathering 

place for residents. 
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The Plan for the River Corridor 
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes Mendota from the perspective of a community in the Mississippi 

River corridor. A range of issues is relevant to its location in the river corridor, including 

land use and development, a variety of resources, open space and parks and, lastly, use of 

the corridor by residents and visitors. 

 

This section is intended to fulfill the requirements for planning at the community level 

that will be consistent with the policies of the Mississippi National River and Recreation 

Area Comprehensive Management Plan and with the requirements of state's Critical 

Areas Act of 1973. Policies, goals and actions steps in this, and other sections, of the 

city's comprehensive plan will be the basis for revision of ordinances and other official 

controls. 

 

Legislative Background 

 

Two legislative documents describe how the river and the river corridor should be used 

and could be used. They are the state's Critical Areas Act of 1973 (through Executive 

Order 19-19) and the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area Comprehensive 

Management Plan. 

 

The goal of the state's Critical Areas Act of 1973 is to identify areas of natural, historic, 

cultural or aesthetic significance and to shield them from damaging development by 

working with local governments to prepare plans and regulations to protect them. The 

state Department of Natural Resources (DNR) oversees the state's Mississippi River 

Critical Area program. Cities and townships along the river are required to update their 

Critical Area plans and ordinances periodically. 

 

The boundary of the Critical Area is identical with that of the Mississippi National River 

and Recreation Area (MNRRA). MNRRA, established by Congress in 1988 as part of the 

national park system, is 72 miles long, stretching from the cities of Dayton and Ramsey 

to just south of Hastings. It also includes four miles of the Minnesota River at its juncture 

with the Mississippi River. Mendota is at the confluence of the Mississippi and 

Minnesota Rivers. All but approximately 50 acres of MNRRA are privately owned or 

under the jurisdiction of state and local governments. 

 

The requirements in the State's Critical Areas Act and the guidelines in the 

comprehensive management plan for MNRRA will shape planning in Mendota, since the 

entire city is within the river corridor, except for a small portion of the city that connects 

to Lake Augusta (see Figure 2).   

 

The MNRRA comprehensive management plan, completed in 1995, is divided into two 

sections, or tiers. Tier 1 includes issues in the state's Critical Areas Act, including, for 
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example, the protection of environmentally sensitive areas such as floodplains and bluffs 

and the preparation of local guidelines for new development that are designed to preserve 

the aesthetic qualities of the river corridor. Tier 2 includes voluntary measures approved 

by local governments that incorporate land use, resource protection and open space 

policies in the MNRRA comprehensive management plan. 

 

Many of the goals of the Critical Areas Act and the MNRRA comprehensive plan 

dovetail with the requirements of the Metropolitan Land Planning Act. The Metropolitan 

Land Planning Act, amended by the Legislature in 1995, requires cities and townships in 

the metropolitan area to update their comprehensive plans and, then, to amend their 

ordinances so that they are consistent with the updated plans. The focus of the 

comprehensive plan updates is future growth and how it affects individual communities, 

the economy, the natural environment and public facilities such as parks, sewers, 

highways, and issues that will affect the river and the river corridor. 

 

The River Corridor in Mendota 
 

All of Mendota is in the river corridor except for a small portion of the city that connects 

to Lake Augusta. 

 

Mendota is in a section of the river corridor designated as the Urban Open Space District. 

As defined by the state Critical Areas Act, a city in the Urban Open Space District is in 

the metropolitan region, but much of its land immediately adjacent to the river is largely 

undeveloped. Generally, however, the uplands above the river valley are developed with 

a mixture of uses. 

 

A description of the general standards and guidelines for communities in the Urban Open 

Space District from Executive Order 79-19 is:   

 

The lands and waters within this district shall be managed to conserve and 

protect the existing and potential recreational, scenic, natural resource, and 

historic resources and uses within this district  for the use and enjoyment 

of the surrounding region. Open space shall be provided in the open river 

valley lands for public use and the protection of unique natural and scenic 

resources.. The existing transportation role of the river in this district shall 

be protected. 

 

Mendota's history and location put the city in a unique position for realizing the 

objectives of the Urban Open Space District of the river corridor. 

 

Land Uses on the Riverfront and in the River Corridor 

 

The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA) and the state Critical 

Area are divided into two sections the riverfront and the river corridor. The riverfront is 

defined as the first 300 feet back from the ordinary high water level or the floodplain, 

whichever is greater. The river corridor is the remaining area within the corridor.  
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Portions of Fort Snelling State Park are within the riverfront in Mendota. A hiking trail, 

used both in summer and winter, begins north of the Sibley House Historic Site in 

Mendota and runs in a southwesterly direction along the south side of the Minnesota 

River. Mendota controls no land within the riverfront area. 

 

Additional state parkland and the developed areas of the city are within the river corridor. 

Mendota's downtown is the area between the Big Rivers Regional Trail on the south and 

Fort Snelling State Park on the north. Along Highway 13, the city's Main Street, there are 

commercial and industrial uses, scattered residences, as well as the Sibley House Historic 

Site.   

 

Design and Aesthetics 

 

In Mendota, design and aesthetics in the river corridor are influenced by topography. 

Standards for design and aesthetics also are factors in the design of buildings and the sites 

on which they stand. 

 

Along the riverfront and within the river corridor development of the city historically has 

been shaped by topography. At the river's edge, the city's northern boundary, the 

elevation is 680 feet above sea level. The elevation rises to 750-770 feet along Highway 

13, the city's Main Street. South of Main Street lies Mendota's residential area with the 

elevation rising to 880 feet at the top of the bluff.  Slopes in Mendota, except for the 

relatively flat areas of Lowertown and Main Street, exceed 12 percent. The slopes of the 

bluffs encircling Lowertown and north of the downtown area, in Fort Snelling State Park, 

exceed 25 percent. (Topography and slopes are discussed further in The Natural 

Environment.) Therefore, much of Mendota is considered undevelopable by the standards 

put forth in Executive Order 79-19 and the MNRRA comprehensive management plan. 

 

Two areas are developable -- the flat areas of Lowertown, on top of the bluffs and Main 

Street.  The downtown area, lying between the Big Rivers Regional Trail on the south 

and Fort Snelling State Park on the north, is narrow. The developable width of lots on the 

north side of Main Street, closest to the river, varies from approximately 300 feet near the 

Sibley House Historic Site and less than 50 feet east of the historic jail.  Existing 

residential, commercial and industrial buildings along Main Street were not designed to 

have any relationship to the river. All buildings face Main Street; they neither face the 

river nor function in relationship to the river. 

 

Resources in the River Corridor 

 

There are several categories of resources relevant to planning within the river corridor -- 

water and air; wildlife and their habitat; wetlands; cultural resources; and, the economy of 

the community and the river corridor. 
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Water and Air 

 

There are three factors contributing to the quality of surface water in Mendota and its 

potential impact on the river and the lands in the river corridor. (A more complete 

discussion of these issues is in The Plan for Public Facilities and Services.) 

 

The topography of the area, with slopes exceeding 18 percent, results in problems with 

runoff from the hillsides, particularly from those in the residential area of the city. 

 

The use of pollutants, with their residue draining downward, also potentially 

impacts the quality of the water in the river.  Typical non-point sources of pollution 

include salt and sand used on roads during the winter and fertilizer used on lawns and in 

gardening. 

 

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

 

The steep hillsides in the developed portion of Mendota have a combination of vegetation 

native to the river corridor and cultivated lawns and gardens. On the slopes north of 

downtown Mendota, within Fort Snelling State Park, vegetation is native to the river 

corridor. The types of vegetation are further described in The Natural Environment. 

As in any area surrounded by extensive parkland, wildlife can be found. Of particular 

importance are the threatened, endangered and rare species which might be impacted by 

implementation of the comprehensive plan elements. A description of these species is in 

The Natural Environment. Only one species, the fox snake, has been sighted within 

Mendota.  Through the years, other species have been sighted in parklands surrounding 

the city. 

 

Wetlands 

 

One wetland, identified on National Wetland Inventory maps, is in Mendota, in addition 

to the two wetlands along the edge of the Minnesota River that are within Fort Snelling 

State Park.  The wetland is on land owned by the city, within Veterans Park in 

Lowertown. A description of the wetland is in The Natural Environment. 

 

Cultural Resources 

 

Unique among communities in the metropolitan area, Mendota is the location of the first 

Euro-American settlement in the Minnesota Territory.  As described in The Early History 

of Mendota, the city was a fur trading post on lands connected to Fort Snelling, the first 

military outpost in the territory. The buildings of the fur trading post are now part of the 

Sibley House Historic Site, on the northwest corner of Main Street and D Street. The 

historic site is owned by the Minnesota Historical Society.  The Sibley House Historic 

Site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. (A complete inventory of 

cultural resources is provided in the Cultural Resources element of this comprehensive 

plan). 
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Open Space, Parks and Trails 

 

Mendota has one community park -- Veterans Park in Lowertown. It has facilities for 

nearby residents (See The Plan for Community Facilities).  Veterans Park is not 

connected to nearby trails or to other parks. 

 

In addition, the Sibley House Historic Site is in Mendota. Fort Snelling, the site of the 

first military outpost in the Minnesota Territory, is linked to the city by the trail across 

Mendota Bridge.  There is also access from Mendota to open space, park and trail 

resources operated by other government jurisdictions. These are Fort Snelling State Park, 

Lilydale Regional Park, the trail across the Mendota Bridge, and the Big Rivers Regional 

Trail.   

 

Fort Snelling State Park, comprising more than 2,900 acres, extends from the confluence 

of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers and extends southwesterly along the Minnesota 

River. A portion of the northern section of the park is within the City of Mendota, 

separating the city from the Minnesota River. 

 

One trail in the state park, the Upper Gun Lake trail, runs along the south side of the 

Minnesota River, between the railroad trestle behind the Sibley House Historic Site in 

Mendota and the Interstate 494 Bridge, in Mendota Heights. The unpaved trail is 

designated for hiking, although it is used by both hikers and mountain bike riders. 

 

Lilydale Regional Park, comprising more than 460 acres, is located along the south side 

of the Mississippi River. It stretches from Lilydale, north of Interstate 35E, to Harriet 

Island, which is across the river from downtown St. Paul. The Big Rivers Regional Trail, 

which runs through Mendota, extends into the southern end of Lilydale Regional Park. 

 

The Big Rivers Regional Trail begins in Lilydale and extends 4.2 miles southwesterly to 

Mendota Heights. The paved trail was built on the rail bed of the Soo Line Railroad, 

believed to be one of the oldest railroads in Minnesota. The trail, which is under the 

jurisdiction of Dakota County, has a scenic overlook at an historic WPA work camp in 

Mendota Heights, as well as three scenic overlooks where the trail skirts the Mississippi 

River in Lilydale. 

 

There are two places in Mendota where trail users get onto and off of the trail - where the 

trail crosses Highway 13 at the east end of the city and at its intersection with D Street,  

a block south of the Sibley House Historic Site. There is a trailhead facility at its 

intersection with Highway 13.   

 

The Big Rivers Regional Trail Development Plan, dated October 1994, proposes 

trailhead facilities in Mendota at the northeast corner of its intersection with Highway 13. 

This trailhead site is within Fort Snelling State Park. Facilities would include a parking 

lot, restrooms, information kiosk, picnic area, warming shelter and maintenance station. 

Currently, the trailhead includes a parking lot. The development plan states that "since 

the trailhead is sited at the northeast end of Mendota, there may be merit in a joint project 
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with Mendota in developing a gateway to the city in the vicinity of the trailhead." 

 

In addition, the development plan envisions using the trail to connect to downtown 

Mendota and other sites in two ways -- a trail route along Highway 13 and a trail spur 

from its intersection with D Street. These two connections would link the Big Rivers 

Regional Trail to downtown Mendota, the Sibley House Historic Site, Fort Snelling State 

Park and the Mendota Bridge bike trail.  

 

The location of Fort Snelling State Park and the Big Rivers Regional Trail are depicted 

on Figure 8. 

 

Economy of the River Corridor 

 

Mendota is located at the confluence of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers and there is 

a high volume of both barge and recreational traffic. Neither barges nor recreational 

boats, however, moor along the riverfront in Mendota. 

 

The entirety of Mendota's riverfront is within Fort Snelling State Park. Consequently, the 

city has no commercial or industrial uses that require access to the river. 

 

Utility Crossings:  There are no utility crossings within Mendota itself and none are 

planned.  A 115-KV electrical distribution line extends over the Minnesota River from a 

point on the Mendota/Mendota Heights boundary south of the historic site and then runs 

south into Mendota Heights. 

 

Visitors to the River Corridor in Mendota 

 

There are existing venues in Mendota that attract visitors to the city.  The Sibley House 

Historic Site is open to the public each year from May through October and offers 

numerous events, including walking tours of Mendota.  According to the manager of the 

historic site, there are about 5,000 visitors each year who come from other states and 

other countries, as well as from elsewhere in Minnesota.  

 

Although exact counts are not available, the nearby parks and trails also attract a high 

number of users throughout the year.   

 

Lastly, visitors to the Mendota Days festival each summer include both residents of the 

city and people from elsewhere in the metropolitan region. 

 

Issues for the River Corridor in Mendota 
 

Land Uses on the Riverfront and in the River Corridor  

 

Mendota is a small city with a history extending from its days prior to the Civil War, 

when it was a fur trading post connected to the military outpost at Fort Snelling. Many of 

its, land uses, and land use issues, are a result of being, a small city settled more than 150 
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years ago.  When these factors -- small and historic -- are meshed with the city's location, 

on the river, several land use issues and opportunities present themselves. 

 

Mendota will retain its small geographic size and, consequently, its small city character. 

It will continue its historic character, principally in the Sibley House Historic Site but 

also in its proximity to Fort Snelling and the historic Soo Line railroad route, which was 

redeveloped in 1995 as the Big Rivers Regional Trail.   

 

As a community in the Urban Open Space District of the river corridor, the city has the 

opportunity to benefit from its proximity to the river and the river corridor and to open 

space and recreational amenities.  Thus, Mendota will be able to use its location on the 

river to guide decisions about future development and shape those decisions to protect the 

river and the river corridor. 

 

Design and Aesthetics 

 

Several land use issues in the river corridor are related to design and aesthetics: 

 

 How the topography of Mendota affects existing land uses. 

 

 How topography will impact new development or redevelopment. 

 

 How buildings and sites can be designed to minimize adverse impacts on the river 

and the river corridor. 

 

 How buildings and sites can be designed so that there is a symbiotic relationship 

 between the city and the river. 

 

 How buildings and sites can be designed to increase access to the river and river 

 corridor. 

 

The policies in the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA) 

comprehensive plan and requirements in Executive Order 79-19 will shape Mendota's 

approach to these issues. Many of the MNRRA policies and Critical Areas requirements 

are aimed at achieving design and aesthetic goals. Issues of design and aesthetics are 

related, generally, to protecting slopes and river bluffs and to providing views, including 

views of the river from the city and of the city from the river. These policies and 

guidelines, reflecting both MNRRA, Tier I/Critical Area requirements and MNRRA Tier 

II guidelines. 

 

Resources in the River Corridor 

 

Water  

 

Addressing issues of surface water quality in Mendota is necessary to protect residents, 

businesses, and the river. After the adoption of the 2020 Comprehensive Plan, the City 
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amended its official controls to include a Stormwater Management ordinance. Mendota is 

required to include a surface water management section in their Comprehensive Plan, 

which is included in The Plan for Public Facilities.  The section is not meant to be a 

stand-alone Local Surface Water Management Plan. The Lower Minnesota River 

Watershed District (LMRWD) is in the process of updating their current Water 

Management Plan (WMP). Within two years of the completion of the LMRWD WMP, 

Mendota will at that time evaluate the need to either update The Plan for Public Facilities 

or draft a stand-alone Local Surface Water Management Plan to be consistent with the 

updated LMRWD WMP.    

 

Wildlife and their Habitat 

 

While Mendota does not control parklands surrounding the city, there are two broad 

strategies the city can use to protect habitat and wildlife. Collaborating with parkland 

agencies, such as Fort Snelling State Park, will enable the city to approve and, then, to 

implement measures that will minimize adverse impacts on wildlife habitat.  In addition, 

the city can devise and implement measures that impact areas it controls. Examples of 

these measures are programs to restore native vegetation on the steep hillsides 

surrounding Lowertown and performance standards for projects on developable lots in 

downtown Mendota.  Performance standards would include, for example, guidelines for 

landscaping that employ vegetation native to the river corridor and for storm water 

detention ponds to address issues of runoff that might degrade wildlife habitat on nearby 

parklands. 

 

Wetlands 

 
Wetland management is discussed in more detail in The Plan for Public Facilities 
chapter of this plan. Per Mendota’s Storm Water Management ordinance (City Code 
Section 809), a minimum 16.5 foot buffer around all wetlands is required. As all wetlands 
in Mendota are located on either City or State Park property, it is unlikely that this buffer 
requirement will impact future development or redevelopment opportunities.    

  

River Corridor Goals 
 

The goals for the river corridor in Mendota are: 

 

1.  Protect, conserve and enhance the resources of the river corridor, in keeping with 

 state Critical Area requirements and Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 

Comprehensive Management Plan Tier I and II guidelines. 

 

2.  Encourage development of Mendota that is consistent with river corridor 

 requirements and guidelines. 

 

3. Improve visual and physical access from downtown Mendota to the river 
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River Corridor Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide for the river corridor, Mendota will: 

1.  Encourage development and redevelopment consistent with the designation of the city 

as part of the Urban Open Space District of the Critical Area. 

 

2.  Encourage development in the river corridor that is consistent with the Metropolitan 

 Council's plans and polices, and with the capacity of the regional systems. 

 

3.  Cooperate with Fort Snelling State Park on the use of the riverfront area of the river 

corridor that is within the city's boundary and on issues of mutual interest as the 

park’s management plan is implemented. 

 

4.  Prohibit development on slopes exceeding 18 percent. 

 

5.  Require erosion control measures for development on slopes exceeding 12 percent, 

but not exceeding 18 percent. 

 

6.  Prohibit alteration to slopes exceeding 18 percent. 

 

7.  Prohibit clear cutting of slopes exceeding 12 percent; permit selective cutting and 

 trimming of vegetation on slopes exceeding 12 percent only under a permit from the 

City Council. 

 

8.  Encourage private landowners within 300 feet of the river to retain existing 

undeveloped land as open space. 

 

9.  Prohibit development of new buildings within 40 feet of the bluffline. 

 

10. Reduce visual impacts and protect views of the river and from the river and its 

shoreline by limiting the height of new structures to 35. 

 

11. Approve architectural standards and performance standards for new development and 

redevelopment of existing sites that have the effect of increase physical and visual 

access to the river from the city, and of improving views of the city from the river. 

 

12. Protect environmentally sensitive areas. 

 

13. Coordinate with the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Fort Snelling State 

Park and Mendota Heights to reduce runoff that would impact the residents, 

businesses, the river and the river corridor. 

 

14. Collaborate with Fort Snelling State Park to provide a direct access to the river from 

the city and the Sibley House Historic Site. 
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The Plan for Transportation 
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes the existing transportation system, including the portions of the 

metropolitan system serving Mendota and the transportation system within the city itself. 

Transportation issues are identified and the impact on other aspects of the community --

future land use, street maintenance and repair and business revitalization -- are described. 

 

Classification of Roads 
 

Roads are classified in a system that determines what function each should serve for 

example, a major highway for regional traffic, an arterial through a city's business district 

and a local street in a residential neighborhood. Once the function of specific road, is 

determined, such design features as road widths, speed limits, intersection control and 

access are determined. The functional classification of roads are also useful in crafting 

land use and development guidelines, to ensure that they are compatible with each other. 

 

Briefly, the functional classification includes: 

 

 Principal Arterials.  These are interstate freeways or major highways with limited 

 access.  Principal arterials provide connections between the region and other parts 

of the state and county, as well as between major commercial-industrial centers 

within the region. 

 

 Minor Arterials. These roads provide several types of connections between the 

region and towns outside the region, between major commercial-industrial centers 

within the region, between a city's central business district and regional business 

centers. Minor arterials primarily provide mobility and access generally is limited 

to commercial-industrial land uses. 

 

 Collector Streets.  These streets connect neighborhoods and smaller business 

centers, and neighborhoods with each other.  They also supplement minor 

arterials that serve regional business centers.  Collectors generally are connected 

to minor arterials. 

 

 Local Streets.  The primary purpose of local streets is access to individual parcels 

of land.  Local streets connect to other local streets and to collectors.  In some 

cases, they will connect to minor arterials. 
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The Existing Transportation System 
 

Regional Highways 

 

Mendota, although a small city, is linked to a bustling metropolitan area by its proximity 

to major transportation corridors. The two key highways serving Mendota are Highway 

13, the city's "Main Street," and Highway 110, which lies south of the city and provides 

links to Highway 55 and to the Mendota Bridge.  The Mendota Bridge, reconstructed and 

reopened in 1994, crosses the Minnesota River immediately west of the city, linking it to 

the central and western parts of the metropolitan area.  Interstate 35E, approximately one 

mile east of the city, provides access to the eastern parts of the metropolitan area. 

 

Both Highways 110 and 13 are under the jurisdiction of the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation. TH 110 contains two eastbound and two westbound lanes. There are no 

expansion plans for the highways located within Mendota. Highway 110 is a principal 

arterial and Highway 13 through Mendota is a collector.  D Street is classified as a 

collector.  However, this is in error as D Street is no longer a through street.  It is closed 

at the base of the bluff in Lowertown and is only opened for emergency vehicles.  Other 

streets in Mendota are classified as local streets and are under the city's jurisdiction. 

Figure 9 depicts the road system serving Mendota and its functional classification. 

 

Current and Metropolitan Council forecasted traffic volumes for Highway 13, Highway 

110, and Highway 55 are depicted on Figure 9. The numbers represent daily traffic 

volumes, calculated annually and adjusted for seasonal variations. 

 

The Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs) located in Mendota are depicted on Figure 9.  The 

developed portion of the city and all of the forecasted growth for Mendota is allocated to 

TAZ 297.  

 

Following the reconstruction of the bridge and intersection,  it is clear that, while traffic 

volumes on adjacent highways remained relatively constant, those through Mendota fell. 

There are at least two conclusions -- the loss of traffic has likely impacted businesses on 

Main Street and traffic that once went through the city has not returned. 

 

Even though Highway 13 is the city's Main Street, it does not function as such. Traffic 

along Highway 13 includes both residents from Mendota and the neighboring 

communities of Lilydale and Mendota Heights and customers coming to businesses in 

downtown Mendota. In addition there are vehicles simply passing through the city. 

Because the highway right-of-way through Mendota is relatively wide, approximately 80 

feet at mid-block, and because there are few identifiable destinations in the downtown 

area, traffic often tends to speed through the city, creating an unsafe situation for 

pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as vehicles driving in and out of driveways along Main 

Street. 

 

Strategies to transform Highway 13 into a Main Street and, therefore, into an integral part 

of the community, are discussed in Access Management.  
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Local Streets 

 

In 2000, all but two of Mendota's local streets were paved. Upper D Street and C Street 

were paved since the adoption of the 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  There are no traffic 

counts for the local streets under the city's jurisdiction. 

 

Construction of a water main extension in Lowertown during the summer of 1998 (See 

The Plan for Public Facilities and Services) also included street reconstruction work. G 

Street between Second and Third Streets was repaved, and Third Street between G and F 

Streets was widened.  A portion of Third Street removed during water main installation 

was repaved.  Generally, loca1 streets at the lower elevations are in better condition than 

those at higher elevations. Three of the city's streets are in poor and relatively poor 

condition: 

 

 Lower D Street. The street runs one-way: it is too narrow to allow traffic in two 

 directions. The pavement is marked with potholes and other signs of deterioration. 

 Heavy rains drain the bluff above the street, which has washed out some of the 

 pavement. 

 

 Fourth Street.  This narrow street, like Upper D and Lower D Streets, winds 

 upward from Lowertown. There are steep slopes on both sides of the road. 

Deterioration of the pavement is caused, in part, by drainage problems connected 

to the topography of the city. 

 

 G Street.  The pavement on this street, the only one in poor condition that is on 

 relatively flat terrain, is deteriorating.   

 

The poor condition of these three streets can be attributed to two factors. The pavement 

of the streets is old and, consequently, beyond its useful life.  Secondly, the drainage 

problems and the lack of an efficient drainage system allow runoff from the hillsides to 

erode the roadbed. 

 

Access Management 

 
Highway 13 is Mendota's Main Street, where commercial and industrial enterprises are 

located.  The highway, classified as a collector, was constructed in the 1930’s. A portion 

of the highway, southwest of the Sibley House Historic Site, was realigned and 

reconstructed in 1986 as part of the reconstruction of the Mendota Bridge and the 

intersection of Highways 110 and 55 southwest of the city. Main Street was recently 

upgraded to include paved sidewalks on both sides of the road. 

 

Mendota's downtown district has evolved serendipitously since the days of Henry Sibley, 

when the city was part of a military reservation connected to Fort Snelling and the 

location of a fur trading post. One result of that serendipitous growth is the piecemeal 

development of properties along Main Street and, as a result, the number of driveways 

onto the highway. Along Main Street, there are 16 driveways in an approximately half-
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mile stretch of highway.  

 

Access management is a transportation planning technique that has several objectives, 

including: 

 

 Improving safety along streets and highways. 

 

 Reducing congestion and other traffic problems. 

 

 Providing property owners with safe and efficient access to and from the road. 

 

 Making pedestrian and bicycle travel safer. 

 

 Postponing or avoiding costly highway improvements. 

 

In addition, access management techniques have the potential to support economic 

development efforts. 

 

Transit 
 

Mendota is not served by existing Metro Transit routes, nor are there transit facilities in 

the city. Regardless, the city is within the Metropolitan Transit Taxing District and is 

included in Market Area III.  The nearest transit route runs through Mendota Heights, as 

well as West Saint Paul and St. Paul.  Service options for Market Area III include peak-

only express, small vehicle circulators, midday circulators, special needs paratrasit 

(ADA, seniors), and ridesharing. Dial-a-ride service for the general public as well as for 

seniors and persons with disabilities is provided by Dakota Areas Resources and 

Transportation for Seniors (DARTS). ADA paratransit service is also provided by Metro 

Mobility. 

 

It is unlikely, even if growth forecasts are realized, that Mendota would have sufficient 

residents or employees to warrant the rerouting of transit through the city. However, the 

city does desire access to transit on the north side of the TH 55/TH 110/TH 13 

intersection.  Currently, Mendota residents need to walk across the TH 110/TH 55 

intersection to access a Metro Transit bus in Mendota Heights. This general location of 

this desired transit access is depicted in a green circle on Figure 9. 

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails 
 

There is a web of regional trails intersecting Mendota or connecting with trails that run 

through the city.  Two of those trails potentially provide bicycle and pedestrian 

transportation for Mendota residents and for those living and working in northwestern 

Dakota County, southwestern Ramsey County and southeastern Hennepin County.  

 

The Big Rivers Regional Trail begins in Lilydale and extends 4.2 miles southwesterly to 

Mendota Heights. It was built on an abandoned railroad right-of-way. Its route through 
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Mendota runs roughly parallel to the city's Main Street, Highway 13, separating the 

residential area to the south from the downtown area to the north. Currently, trail users 

get onto the trail at two places in Mendota -- where it intersects Highway 13 at the east 

end of the city and where it intersects D Street, about one block south of the Sibley House 

Historic District. There is a trailhead with parking facilities at the trails intersection with 

Highway 13. South of Mendota, the trail splits into two forks, one going eastward to the 

intersection of Highway 13 and Pilot Knob Road and the other going southward to a 

trailhead at an historic WPA work camp near Mendota Heights Road. 

 

There is a bicycle trail over the Mendota Bridge, which crosses the Minnesota River and 

links Dakota and Hennepin Counties. Currently, the Mendota Bridge trail connects 

directly with the Big Rivers Regional Trail immediately south of Mendota's boundary. 

Nearby, northeast of the point where the Mendota Bridge passes over Highway 13, lies a 

parking lot owned by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, providing public 

parking for the trail and the Sibley House Historic Site. On the western side of the river, 

the bicycle trail enters the Fort Snelling Historic District and ends at the interpretative 

center for Fort Snelling State Park.  These trails, in turn, connect with others in the sub 

region, providing both transportation and recreational opportunities. 

 

Aviation 
 

Mendota does not have an aviation facility within its boundaries. The city is 

approximately two miles east of Minneapolis-St. Paul (MSP) International Airport. MSP 

Airport 2010 long-term comprehensive plan was completed in 1995.  The noise contours 

associated with the new runway were updated and Mendota is no longer within Safety 

Zone C or Noise Zone #4, except for a small portion of Lake Augusta where no 

development is allowed. Noise Zone #4 is described as a transitional area where aircraft 

noise exposure is considered moderate.  Aircraft noise is in the 60-65 DNL range and is 

primarily related to takeoffs. This noise zone is considered transitional because potential 

changes in airport operating procedures could raise or lower aircraft noise. 

 

Mendota is located within the 1.5 mile Airspace Zoning Limit where maximum 

construction heights (without a zoning permit) have been defined.  The maximum 

construction heights within Mendota range from 90 to 250 feet, which exceed the 

maximum heights allowed in Mendota.  If anyone proposes a structure that exceeds the 

height limits established in the MSP Zoning Ordinance or city code, they must apply for a 

variance to the MSP Zoning Ordinance with the Board of Adjustments and the Mendota 

City Council.  
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Transportation Issues 
 

Condition of Local Streets 

 

Repair of streets in poor or relatively poor condition involves more than simply pavement 

resurfacing or replacement. Long-term repair of the streets is connected to correction of 

the drainage problems (See The Plan for Public Facilities and Services.) 

 

The repairs most needed on four of the city's local streets include: 

 

 Upper D Street – street widening; pavement to replace the gravel surface; 

 installation of guardrail on the downhill side of the road and, storm drainage on 

the uphill side. 

 

 Lower D Street – replacement or resurfacing of the pavement. 

 

 Fourth Street – street widening; storm drainage. 

 

 G Street – resurfacing. 

 

Highway 13 

 

Highway 13, as now designed and used, is a state highway passing through the city. It is 

not a part of Mendota and the lives of its residents and businesses.  The highway does not 

function as a Main Street and as an integral part of the community.  Strategies to 

transform the highway into a Main Street could include the following: 

 

 Discussions with the Minnesota Department of Transportation on a program that 

would enable the city to exercise more discretion over the design of Highway 13 

and how it functions. This would enable Mendota to revitalize its business district, 

thus serving the needs of residents and attracting patrons to businesses that 

strengthen the economy of the city. Currently, the design and the function of the 

road serves only traffic passing through at a relatively high rate of speed. It does 

not allow for bicycle traffic, nor does it encourage motorists to patronize Main 

Street businesses.  A program of access management in connection with 

redevelopment of properties along Highway 13. 

 

 Providing designated crosswalks, with signage and/or stop signs, at selected 

locations. Residents and people coming to Mendota's businesses would be able to 

cross from one side of Main Street to the other. Without crosswalks, and with a 

highway right-of-way that is wider than needed for two lanes of traffic, the two 

sides of Main Street are too separated from each other to be part of an integrated 

downtown area. Two possible locations for crosswalks include city(1) at D Street 

on the west end of city, connecting the residential area of city with the Sibley 

House Historic Site and, (2) midblock. 
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Access Management 

 

Access management is a tool for arranging local streets and driveways that intersect with 

a highway in ways that will reduce traffic problems and improve safety for drivers, 

bicyclists and pedestrians. 

 

There are two broad strategies for accomplishing these objectives: 

 

1. Strategies for deciding which land uses (commercial, industrial or residential) should 

be located at a given location in a downtown area, so that similar businesses are 

clustered near each other. This enables customers, for example, to park once to shop 

or do errands, without driving to individual stores or offices, thus reducing driving 

time, air pollution from vehicles, safety hazards to pedestrians and bicycle riders and 

the need for large amounts of parking.  In Mendota, a land use strategy could include 

the following: 

 

 Locating commercial businesses catering to visitors to the Sibley House Historic 

 Site on both sides of Main Street, at D Street. This is within walking distance of 

the MNDOT parking lot southwest of the historic site. 

 

 Locating businesses catering to trail users at the east end of the city, combined 

 with a plaza layout that would function as a city center. Businesses at the east end 

of Main Street, where it intersects with the Big Rivers Regional Trail, and in the 

middle section of the street, would be able to share parking.   

 

2. Strategies for limiting the numbers of driveways and the location of parking lots. Too 

many driveways and curb cuts create hazards and use land inefficiently. If driveways 

are too close to each other, either along one side of the road or across the road from 

each other, there is an increased risk of accidents involving both vehicles, pedestrians 

and bicycles.  Shared parking, particularly if it is a collaborative effort involving the 

city and business owners, reduces the amount of parking required for individual 

developments. This allows higher density uses to be developed, which increases a 

city's property tax base. Higher density uses and shared parking also encourage a 

healthier business climate, attracting customers who patronize several establishments, 

rather than one store surrounded by a large parking lot. Shared parking also reduces 

the amount of paved surfaces, thus reducing the amount of runoff of polluted waters 

into the ground or into nearby waterways.  The optimum location for shared parking 

is behind the business establishment, rather than in front. Bringing stores and offices 

toward the street and the sidewalk makes them more accessible to potential 

customers. 

 

In Mendota, a driveway and parking strategy could include the following: 

 

 As properties change from one land use to another, or are redeveloped, or as 

 businesses expand, their driveways and their parking could be shared. This will 

reduce the numbers of driveways along the highway. This is typically done by 
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requiring what are called "reserved rights of way" or "reciprocal easements," 

whereby property owners sign and record a document granting each other the 

right to use a driveway or a parking area under the ownership of one of them. 

 

 To encourage the use of shared parking, it should be combined with other 

 strategies.  Crosswalks at key points along Main Street, well lit and controlled 

with signs or stop signs, would enable people to go from one side of the street to 

the other. Crosswalks could be placed at the east end of city at D Street and the 

Sibley House Historic Site, as well as mid-block.  

 

Parking 

 

There are an estimated 300 parking spaces in downtown Mendota, located in off-street 

parking lots and on the street. None of the on-street parking spaces are striped.  The 

parking capacity is underutilized. The result is that patron’s park haphazardly and 

inefficiently, wasting much of the existing parking capacity. The parking lots are evenly 

spaced along the length of Highway 13. All off-street parking lots, with one exception, 

are striped.  

 

To serve existing businesses, and to allow for new businesses to be well served, the 

parking lots and on-street parking spaces should be efficiently arranged and organized to 

utilize the existing capacity. In addition, as redevelopment occurs, parking for new 

projects should be located and organized with the needs of the entire business district in 

mind. There is little developable land in downtown Mendota, so, to the greatest extent 

possible, parking spaces should serve more than one business, depending on the needs of 

those businesses. Accomplishing this would necessitate a parking plan that factors in 

strategies for downtown redevelopment. 

 

Another opportunity to increase parking in downtown is to allow angled parking along 

Highway 13. The city would need to work with MnDOT as the Highway is under their 

jurisdiction.  This could increase parking, slow down traffic, and enhance the pedestrian 

environment of downtown. 

 

Transit 

 

Revitalization of downtown Mendota, building on its historic base and capitalizing on its 

long time attraction to visitors, represents the best opportunity for limited transit service. 

It is unlikely, even if growth forecasts are realized, that Mendota would have sufficient 

residents or employees to warrant the rerouting of transit through the city. However, the 

city does desire access to transit on the north side of the TH 55/TH 110/TH 13 

intersection.  Currently, Mendota residents need to walk or bike across the TH 110/TH 55 

intersection to access a Metro Transit bus in Mendota Heights. This general location of 

this desired transit access is depicted in a green circle on Figure 9. 
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Trails 

 

Two trail projects would improve mobility specifically for Mendota residents and 

employees. In addition, the trail projects would provide additional access to Mendota 

businesses for those living and working elsewhere in the sub region of northwestern 

Dakota County, southwestern Ramsey County and southeastern Hennepin County. 

Big Rivers Regional Trail trailhead facilities at two locations in Mendota -- the 

intersection of Highway 13, on the east end of the city, and at D Street -- would provide 

safe access to the trail.  Currently, a trailhead parking lot exists adjacent to the Sibley 

House Historic Site. . A description of proposed trailhead facilities at these locations, 

included in the Big Rivers Regional Trail Development Plan, is in The Plan for the River 

Corridor. 

 

A bike trail along Main Street, connecting Big Rivers Regional Trail at the end of the city 

and the MNDOT parking lot near the Mendota Bridge, would provide a more direct 

connection to the sub regional trail system and downtown Mendota. In addition, this trail 

could connect to Veterans Park in Lowertown.  

 

Aviation 

 

A community with no aviation facility, such as Mendota, is required to include language 

in its comprehensive plan to protect the region's general airspace. This necessitates 

including (1) a policy in the plan and (2) provisions in local codes and ordinances for 

notifying FAA and MNDOT (Aeronautics) of any proposed structure 200 feet above 

ground level that could affect navigable airspace. These ordinances should include a 

notification to MNDOT as defined under these criteria, as follows:  

 

Notification: Any sponsor who proposes any construction or alteration that would 

exceed a height of 200 feet above ground level at the site, or any construction or 

alteration of height greater than an imaginary surface extending upward and outward 

at a slope of 100:1 from the nearest point of the nearest runway of a public airport shall 

notify the commission at least 30 days in advance. 

 

This notification is in addition to any federal permit/review process (FAA Form 7460~8). 

 

Mendota is located within the 1.5 mile Airspace Zoning Limit where maximum 

construction heights (without a zoning permit) have been defined.  The maximum 

construction heights within Mendota range from 90 to 250 feet, which exceed the 

maximum heights allowed in Mendota.  If anyone proposes a structure that exceeds the 

height limits established in the MSP Zoning Ordinance or city code, they must apply for a 

variance to the MSP Zoning Ordinance with the Board of Adjustments and the Mendota 

City Council. 
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Transportation Goals 
 

The goals for transportation in Mendota are: 

 

1.  Support a transportation system that meets the needs of residents and facilitates 

revitalization of the city’s economic base. 

 

2.  Support a transportation system that is consistent with the goals of the Metropolitan 

Council's and Minnesota Department of Transportation’s and system plans. 

 

3. Support a multi-modal transportation system that provides for safe and convenient 

movement of vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. 

 

Transportation Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide for transportation, Mendota will: 

 

1.  Establish a program for repair of local streets. 

 

2.  Collaborate with the Minnesota Department of Transportation to provide crosswalks, 

bike trails, and landscaping along Highway 13 to improve the pedestrian environment 

and attractiveness of the corridor for residents, businesses and reinvestment. 

 

3.  Establish a program of access management in connection with the redevelopment of 

  properties along Highway 13. 

 

4.  Collaborate with existing businesses to organize the off-street parking lots so that 

 parking spaces are efficiently arranged. 

 

5.  Devise a parking plan that can be incorporated into a program of downtown 

 revitalization. 

 

6.  Require that developers of any proposed structure 200 feet above ground level notify 

the Federal Aviation Administration and the Minnesota Department of Transportation 

(Aeronautics) of the potential to affect navigable airspace. 

 

7. Require that a developer of any proposed structure exceeding the height limits 

established in the MSP Zoning Ordinance must apply for a variance to the MSP 

Zoning Ordinance with the Board of Adjustments and the Mendota City Council. 

 

8. Work with Metro Transit to establish transit access on the north side of the 

TH110/TH 55 intersection. 
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The Plan for Community Facilities 

 
Introduction 
 

Community facilities are buildings or places that serve the people who live in the city. 

These can be either facilities owned by the city of Mendota, by another government 

jurisdiction or by a semi-public institution. Because Mendota is a small community, both 

demographically and geographically, it has few community facilities of its own. This 

section describes those community facilities and, then, lists community services provided 

by other government jurisdictions. 

 

Existing Community Facilities 
 

The city of Mendota has one community facility, Veterans Park in Lowertown (see 

Figure 5). The city either contracts with other government jurisdictions or private 

businesses for services, or its residents use facilities provided by Dakota County. 

 

City Hall 

 

The Mendota City Hall and Historic Jail is located on Main Street. It was built in 1915, 

during a time when there were many taverns in Mendota. At the time, the city had one 

police officer, who arrested and jailed those who had had too much to drink and became 

rowdy or unruly. It had two cells, but no running water or toilet facilities and, 

consequently, was closed down in 1946. For a time, it was used for City Council 

meetings and to house the city's files. However, the building has deteriorated in recent 

years and is no longer used for any city functions. City Council meetings currently are 

held at the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) hall, on Main Street, and municipal records 

are kept at the homes of City Council members and the city clerk. 

 

Veterans Park 

 

The city has one park, located on Third Street, between E and F Streets. Immediately 

north of the park is city-owned property that includes a wetland listed on the National 

Wetland Inventory (See The Natural Environment).  

 

Veterans Park is in the Lowertown residential neighborhood. Currently, the park is 

underutilized and, consequently, is often a target for mischievous behavior and 

vandalism. The basketball court, which is 25 by 25 feet, is not regulation size. The other 

facilities, such as the play equipment, were purchased in recent years and are in good 

condition. 

 

Maintenance of the park is provided approximately twice a year by work crews from 

Sentence to Service, a program of the Dakota County Corrections Department. The 

supervised work crews are comprised of low-risk offenders; they provide services to 
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government agencies at all levels and to non-profit organizations. Their work at Veterans 

Park has included, for example, staining the gazebo, sealing the asphalt on the basketball 

court, as well as general equipment and landscaping maintenance. 

 

Although Veterans Park is located near regional parks and trails, such as Fort Snelling 

State Park and the Big Rivers Regional Trail, it is not connected to any of them. Regional 

parks and trails are discussed in The Plan for the River Corridor. 

 

Police, Fire and Paramedic Services 

 
Mendota has an agreement with the City of Mendota Heights to provide police, fire and 

paramedic services. 

 

Schools 
 

Mendota is located in Independent School District #197, which also serves the cities of 

West St. Paul, Sunfish Lake, Mendota Heights and parts of Eagan. 

 

Libraries 
 

Mendota does not have a municipal library. It is served by the West St. Paul branch of the 

Dakota County Library. 

 

Semi-public Institutions 
 

Two churches have facilities in Mendota. Although the historic St. Peter's Church 

actually is located in Mendota Heights, on Highway 13 near the Mendota Bridge, its 

cemetery is in Mendota. The Apostolic Christian Church is located along the Highway 

110 frontage road, in the southwestern part of the city. 

 

Community Facilities Issues 
 

Community Center  

 

Places where residents can gather as a community are limited. City Council meetings are 

held once each month at the VFW hall. There is no mail delivery in Mendota, so residents 

and business owners must come to the post office to collect their mail.  The Mendota Post 

Office functions as an ad hoc gathering place. Veterans Park is the only city-owned 

community-gathering place.  The community would benefit if there were a gathering 

place that residents of all ages could use.  Bringing residents together as a community is 

one of the benefits of living in a small city.  Funds to build a community center are 

limited. There are possibilities of creating ad hoc gathering places, however, and of 

organizing activities that bring residents together as a community. 
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Veterans Park 

 

The park is not connected to other parklands and recreational facilities.  The park could 

be connected to trails in the immediate vicinity and to other locations in the city, such as 

the Sibley House Historic Site.  A bicycle and pedestrian trail along Second Street and D 

Street would connect to the Big Rivers Regional Trail, to the historic site and to the Fort 

Snelling State Park trail that begins north of the historic site.  This trail would serve two 

purposes.  With a crosswalk on Main Street near the historic site, it would provide a safer 

passage across the highway. It would also link the park to other recreational facilities in 

this area.  The proposed trail is depicted on Figure 8. 

 

Community Facilities Goals 
 

The goals for the community facilities of Mendota are: 

 

1.  Enhance existing community facilities. 

 

2. Connect parks, trails and open space between residential neighborhoods, downtown, 

and regional recreational facilities. 

 

Community Facilities Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide community facilities. Mendota will: 

 

1.  Maintain and enhance facilities at Veterans Park.. 

 

2.  Connect Veterans Park to Big Rivers Regional Trail and the Sibley House Historic 

Site with a bicycle and pedestrian trail. 

 

3.  Study the feasibility of the adaptive reuse of the historic jail as an interpretive center 

for Mendota history. 

 

4.  Work with developers and pursue grants to secure space in a new development that 

would serve as a meeting place for the City Council, storage for city records and a 

gathering place for residents. This space, potentially, could be part of a mixed-use 

development of an existing site on Highway 13. 
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The Plan for Public Facilities and Services 
 

Introduction 
 

This section describes the public facilities and services used by Mendota's residents. 

These include sewers, water supply and storm water/surface water management. 

There are two issues regarding public facilities -- are they able to serve existing 

households and places of employment, and do they have the capacity to handle additional 

households and businesses, both commercial and industrial. 

 

Existing Public Facilities and Services 
 

Sanitary Sewers  

 

A sewer system was constructed in Mendota in 1985 in response to concerns that on-site 

disposal systems serving the city could contaminate well water, as well as pollute 

groundwater and surface water runoff. The sewer system is depicted on Figure 10. 

 

Mendota's sewer system is served by Interceptor #8360 and Lift Station L-61, with 

wastewater flowing to the Metropolitan Wastewater Treatment Plant. Lift Station L-61 is 

designed for a capacity of 6.6 million gallons of wastewater each month. The city's 

wastewater flows into the sewers averaged slightly more than 700,000 gallons each 

month. 

 

The city accepts the Metropolitan Council’s forecasts and has created this comprehensive 

plan to accommodate the forecasts. The Metropolitan Council’s forecasts of population, 

households and employment for individual communities are connected, in part, to the 

capacity of the region's wastewater treatment plans to handle growth in the future. Those 

forecasts, discussed in The People of Mendota, would permit wastewater flows in 

Mendota that are described in Table 16. 

 

Table 16 

City of Mendota 

Use of Sewers Based on Metropolitan Council Forecasts of Growth 

 

 2010 2020 2030 

Sewered Population  210 230 270 

Sewered Households  90 100 120 

Sewered Employment  130 150 170 

Average Annual Wastewater Flow (MGD) 0.02 0.02 0.02 

Allowable Peak Hourly Flow (MGD) 0.08 0.08 0.08 
Source: Metropolitan Council 
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Mendota's growth during the next 20 years is expected to occur primarily along Highway 

13, the city's Main Street, with existing commercial, industrial and residential uses. 

Because of the terrain of the city south of Highway 13, very little growth is expected in 

the residential area of the city. The lift station serving the city has sufficient capacity to 

handle the additional growth described in the Metropolitan Council forecasts of 

population, households and employment. Currently, approximately 10 percent of the 

city's sewer capacity is being used.  

 

On-Site Sewage Treatment 

 

Currently, only three residences continue to be served by on-site sewage systems. The 

locations of the on-site systems are shown on Figure 10. 

 

Minnesota statutes require that each community with on-site sewage systems included in 

the comprehensive plan (a) a program for managing their operations and (b) standards for 

issuing permits for new on-site sewage systems.  Dakota County oversees the ISTS 

management program to track on-going maintenance of the three remaining ISTS until 

they are connected to the local sanitary sewer system. 

 

Water Supply 

 

Mendota does not have a municipal water supply system. It receives its water from two 

sources -- wells on individual properties and the City of St. Paul.  The City of St. Paul, 

under an agreement with Mendota dated February 1995, supplies the city with water for 

fire protection and for a small portion of its water supply. Water supplied by St. Paul is 

brought into the city by an 8-inch main in the Highway 13 right-of-way. The primary 

water main, and two extensions from it, were constructed using Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds through the Dakota County Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority (HRA); the purpose of the grants was to provide fire protection 

to low and moderate-income households. The primary water main runs along Highway 

13 and is depicted on Figure 11.  

 

One extension runs roughly parallel to Highway 110, providing fire protection to 

residences along the top of the bluff at the south end of the city. The second extension, 

constructed during the summer of 1998, provides fire protection to residences in 

Lowertown. It runs along G Street, between Second and Third Streets, and along Third 

Street, between G and E Streets.   

 

With the construction of the extension into Lowertown, all residences, except for four 

houses along Highway 13 east of the downtown area, have a water supply for fire 

protection.  There is a concept plan for two additional extensions of the water main. One 

extension would run from Lowertown to the top of the ridge at the south end of city, 

connecting two existing water mains. The other would continue eastward along Highway 

13, beyond the downtown area, to serve four additional houses. Additional CDBG 

funding for these extensions is uncertain, however. 
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Water pressure is sufficient for fire protection and to serve the city's needs. At the lowest 

elevation in the water main system, the pressure is approximately 150 gallons per square 

inch (psi); regular water main pressure ranges from 40-80 psi. The system can supply 

1,000 gallons of water each minute.  St. Paul water officials indicate that, in addition to 

fire protection, the primary water main has the capacity to serve approximately 100 

households, or their equivalent. (Some businesses, such as retail stores, might use less 

water than a household, while others, such as restaurants will use more.) 

 

Individual properties can connect to the water main, although fewer than a half-dozen 

businesses and households have done so. When properties do connect to the water main, 

the City of St. Paul installs and maintains all water meters, reads the meters and bills 

customers.  There is one drawback to Mendota's water main system. The most efficient 

water distribution system generally depends on loops in a network of mains that allows 

for a continuous flow of water. When a system is designed in this way a minimum 

number of water users would have to be without service when repairs are done. In 

addition, water in low flow mains is less likely to become stagnant. Mendota's water 

main system does not provide a network of loops; rather, it has one primary water main, 

running along Highway 13 from its juncture with Highway 55 and dead ending on 

Highway 13 at the east end of the city. 

 

Water to all other properties in Mendota is obtained from individual wells. 

 

Storm Water and Surface Water Management 

 

Mendota is required to include a surface water management section in their 

Comprehensive Plan that addresses the requirements from the following sources:  

 

 Minnesota Statutes 103B and Minnesota Rules 8410 

 

 Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Water Resources Management Policy Plan 

(WRMPP)  

 

 Local plan content requirements from the 1999 Watershed Management Plan 

(WMP) for the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District (LMRWD), as 

applicable 

 

This section meets the content requirements of the sources identified above for a Local 

Surface Water Management Plan within the context of Mendota’s Comprehensive Plan. 

The LMRWD is in the process of updating their current WMP. Within two years of the 

completion of the LMRWD WMP, Mendota will at that time evaluate the need to either 

update this section or draft a stand-alone Local Surface Water Management Plan, to be 

consistent with the updated LMRWD WMP. 

 

This section presents required surface water management elements to address, as 

necessary, the requirements detailed in Minnesota Statutes 103B and Minnesota Rules 

8410 and the requirements and guidance provided in the Metropolitan Council’s 2030 



 

Section II – Page 71 

Water Resources Management Policy Plan (WRMPP).     

 

Sections of the LMRWD WMP Adopted By Reference 

The following sections of the 1999 LMRWD WMP are adopted by reference into this 

section of the Comprehensive Plan Update:   

 3.1 Climate and Precipitation Data 

 3.2 Topographic Data 

 3.3 Soils Data 

 3.4 Geology and Groundwater Resources 

 3.5 Surface Water Resource Data 

 3.7 Fish & Wildlife Habitat 

 3.10 Unique Features & Scenic Areas 

 5.13 LMRWD Standards and Criteria 

 

 

Land and Water Resources Inventory  

Mendota adopts by reference portions of the Land and Water Resource Inventory Section 

(Section 3) of the 1999 LMRWD WMP. These specific sections are identified above. 

Section 3 in the 1999 LMRWD WMP provides information generally meeting the 

requirements of Minnesota Rules 8410. 

 

Water Resource Management Related Agreements 
The northern portion of Mendota is located within the jurisdiction of the Lower 
Minnesota River Watershed District. Mendota and LMRWD entered into an agreement 
outlining the roles and responsibilities of each entity in regards to surface water 
management in Mendota. The agreement was signed by the City on September 14, 2004 
and the LMRWD on January 28, 2005. A copy of this agreement is included in Appendix 
A for reference.  
 
The portion of the City outside of the LMRWD’s jurisdiction is not within the 

jurisdiction of any Watershed Management Organization.  

 

Assessment  

The following section will summarize the assessment of Mendota’s current surface water 

management system.  

 

Stormwater Modeling 

The existing drainage boundaries, flow patterns, and surface water conveyance system 

for Mendota is depicted on Figure 12. The results of a general stormwater model for 

Mendota, including peak flow rates, runoff volumes, and stormwater basin high water 

levels are provided in Appendix A. 

 



#* #*

#*

 2nd St

 State Highway 55

 Hunter Ct

 C
en

tr
e 

Po
in

te
 B

lv
d

 P
ilo

t K
no

b 
R

d

 A
ca

ci
a 

D
r

 Culligan La
 3rd St

 G
le

nh
ill

 R
d

 G
 St

 2nd St

 F St

 S
ta

te
 H

ig
hw

ay
 13

 E St  4th St

 H
un

te
r L

a

 D St

 State Highway 110

 State Highway 13

W
indy Ridge

M-A4mh

M-A10mh

M-A7mh

M-A8mh

M-A4mh

M-A9mh

M
-A

2m
h

M-A5mh

M-A6mh

M-A7

M-A2

M-A1

M-A6

M-A3

M-A4

M
-A

10

M-A5
M-A5

M-P6

M-P2M-P1

Surface Water System
2030 Comprehensive Plan

´ 700 0 700 Feet

City of Mendota, Minnesota

April 9, 2009

K:/361/36108003/GIS/Maps/storm.mxd

Figure 12
City Stormsewer/Culvert

Other Stormsewer/Culvert

#* Stormwater Basin

General Flow Direction

Drainage Areas

Road Centerline

Railroad Centerline

Municipal Boundary



 

Section II – Page 73 

Wetland Management 
From the Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Water Resources Management Policy Plan, 
Mendota is required to prepare a Wetland Management Plan or a process to complete a 
plan. The 2030 Water Resources Management Policy Plan provides additional guidance 
for plan contents, as follows: 

“All communities need to include a wetland management plan or a process 
and timeline to prepare a plan. At a minimum, the wetland management plan 
should incorporate a function and value assessment for wetlands. Other items 
to address in the plan include the pretreatment of stormwater prior to 
discharge into all wetland types, and the use of native vegetation as buffers 
for high quality wetlands. Buffers should be consistent with the functions and 
values identified in the plan.” 

As Mendota is fully developed and the NWI map (see Figure 2) indicates only one 
wetland completely within the City’s jurisdiction, the City will not be completing a 
functions and values assessment of this wetland. However, to meet Met Council 
requirements for this Comprehensive Plan, the City will require that a wetland functions 
and values assessment be completed by the applicant when a wetland is identified on or 
immediately adjacent to a new development or redevelopment project. The assessments 
shall be done in accordance with the methods outlined in the most current version of 
Minnesota Routine Assessment Method (MnRAM). 

To fully address Metropolitan Council wetland management requirements, specific 

wetland management standards including wetland buffers and wetland protection 

standards are provided below. The following standards satisfactorily address the content 

requirements of the Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Water Resources Management Policy 

Plan.  
 

Wetland Buffers  
A buffer of undisturbed vegetation around a wetland can provide a variety of benefits, 
including: 

o Stabilizing soil to prevent erosion  

o Filtering solids, nutrients, and other harmful substances 

o Moderating water level fluctuations during storms 

o Providing essential habitat for feeding, roosting, breeding and rearing of 
young birds and animals 

o Providing cover for safety, movement and thermal protection for many 
species of birds and animals 

o Reducing problems related to human activities by blocking noise and glare 
from lights, and reducing disturbance.  
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Per Mendota’s Storm Water Management ordinance (City Code Section 809), a 
minimum 16.5 foot buffer around all wetlands is required. As all wetlands in 
Mendota are located on either City or State Park property, it is unlikely that this 
buffer requirement will impact future development or redevelopment opportunities.    

Stormwater Susceptibility 
The wetland’s sensitivity to stormwater input is dependent on the wetland community 
type and the quality of its plant community. Some wetlands (e.g., sedge meadows 
with Carex species) are sensitive to disturbance and will show signs of degradation 
unless water quality, bounce and duration are maintained at pre-existing conditions 
post-construction. On the other hand, there are other wetlands (e.g., floodplain 
forests) which are better adapted to handle the fluctuating water levels and influx of 
sediment often associated with stormwater.  

Mendota’s Storm Water Management ordinance does not include stormwater 
susceptibility guidelines for wetlands. To address the issue of a wetland’s 
susceptibility to stormwater inputs, the following information from the document 
Storm-Water and Wetlands: Planning and Evaluation Guidelines for Addressing 
Potential Impacts of Urban Storm-Water and Snow-Melt Runoff on Wetlands is 
provided. Table 17 identifies stormwater management criteria based on the MnRAM 
susceptibility rating for a specific wetland, developed to limit the negative impacts of 
stormwater discharges on wetland resources. 

Table 17  

Wetland Protection Standards 

 

Hydroperiod 

Standard 

Highly 

Susceptible 

Wetlands 

Moderately 

Susceptible 

Wetlands 

Slightly 

Susceptible 

Wetlands 

Least 

Susceptible 

Wetlands 

Storm Bounce Existing Existing 

plus 

0.5 feet 

Existing plus 

1.0 feet 

No limit 

Discharge Rate Existing Existing Existing or 

less 

Existing or 

less 

Inundation Period 

for 1-2 Year Storms 

Existing Existing 

plus 

1 day 

Existing plus 

2 days 

Existing plus 

7 days 

Inundation Period 

for 10+ Year 

Storms 

Existing Existing 

plus 

7 days 

Existing plus 

14 days 

Existing plus 

21 days 

Run-out 

Control Elevation 

(Free Flowing) 

No Change No Change 0 to 1.0 feet 

above existing 

0 to 4.0 feet 

above existing 

Run-out 

Control Elevation 

(Landlocked) 

Above 

delineated 

wetland 

Above 

delineated 

wetland 

Above 

delineated 

wetland 

Above 

delineated 

wetland 
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To provide a more comprehensive approach to managing Mendota’s wetland 

resources, these wetland protection standards are incorporated into City policy.  

 

Impaired Waters and Total Maximum Daily Loads 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) list of impaired waters is known as 
the 303(d) list from the applicable section of the Federal Clean Water Act. These 
impaired waters do not currently meet their designated use due to the impact of a 
particular pollutant or stressor. If monitoring and assessment indicate that a waterbody is 
impaired by one or more pollutants, it is placed on the list. The absence of a waterbody 
from the 303(d) list does not necessarily mean the waterbody is meeting its designated 
uses. It may be that it has either not been sampled or there is not enough data to make an 
impairment determination.  

Responsibility for implementing the requirements of the Federal Clean Water Act falls to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In Minnesota, the EPA delegates 
much of the program responsibility to the MPCA. Information on the MPCA program 
can be obtained from the MPCA’s web address: 
www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/index.html. 

At some point a strategy would be developed that would lead to attainment of the 
applicable water quality standard for these impaired waters. The process of developing 
this strategy is commonly known as the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) process 
and involves the following phases: 

1. Assessment and listing 

2. TMDL study 

3. Implementation plan development and implementation 

4. Monitoring of the effectiveness of implementation efforts 

 

The following table (Table 18) identifies the impairments associated with the stretch of 

the Minnesota River receiving discharge from Mendota. This table identifies the TMDL 

status of each impairment for this segment of the Minnesota River.   

 

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/index.html
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Table 18 
Impaired Waters Receiving Discharge from Mendota 

 

Impaired 
Water 

Water ID Pollutant or 
Stressor 

Affected 
Use 

Year 
Liste

d 

TMDL 
Target 
Start 

TMDL 
Target 

Completion 

Minnesota 
River (RM 22 

to the 
Mississippi 

River) 

07020012-
505 

Fecal 
Coliform 

Aquatic 
Recreation 

1994 2008 2011 

PCB in Fish 
Tissue 

Aquatic 
Consumpti

on 

1996 1998 2011 

Turbidity 
Aquatic 

Life 
1998 2008 2011 

Mercury in 
Water 

Column 

Aquatic 
Consumpti

on 

2008 Approved TMDL #32414 

Mercury in 
Fish Tissue 

Aquatic 
Consumpti

on 

2008 Approved TMDL #32414 

Dissolved 
Oxygen 

Aquatic 
Life 

2006 Approved TMDL #10832 

 
The completed TMDLs identified above do not require Mendota to take any specific 
implementation actions. Mendota’s efforts to implement measures associated with future 
Minnesota River TMDLs will be addressed upon completion of each TMDL 
Implementation Plan.  

 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permitting Process 
The MPCA has designated Mendota as an NPDES Phase II Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) community (MN Rules 7090). The City received permit coverage 
in 2003, however due to a court hearing the MPCA was required to revise the MS4 
permit and cities were required to update their Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) to comply with the new permit requirements by June 1, 2006. The City’s 
permit application and SWPPP were submitted to the MPCA and MS4 permit coverage 
was officially extended on October 2, 2007. 

The primary goal of the MS4 program is to restore the integrity of waters of the state 
through management and treatment of urban stormwater runoff. As part of the permit, 
MS4 communities must develop a SWPPP that details the use of appropriate Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). The BMPs listed in the SWPPP are a legally enforceable 
part of the MS4 Permit. The City must complete the tasks and milestones to remain 
authorized to discharge stormwater into waters of the state. A copy of the City’s SWPPP 
can be obtained by contacting the City. The permit application outlined Mendota’s 
SWPPP to address six minimum control measures:  

1. Public education     

2. Public involvement     

3. Illicit discharge detection and elimination   

4. Construction site runoff control 
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5. Post-construction runoff control 

6. Pollution prevention in municipal operations 

  
Mendota’s SWPPP contains several best management practices within each of the listed 
control measures. These were identified using a self-evaluation process. Per the 
requirements of the MS4 Permit, the City will review their SWPPP and update as 
necessary on an annual basis. 
 

Rubbish Collection 

 

Mendota has no municipal rubbish collection service. Residents and businesses contract 

with private firms (or the collection of rubbish). 

 

Public Facilities and Services Issues 
 

Sanitary Sewers 

 

Currently, Mendota is using approximately 10 percent of its sewer capacity in Lift Station 

L-61, which is designed for 6.6 million gallons of wastewater each month. The lift station 

will be able to handle the additional growth described in the Metropolitan Council 

forecasts of population, households and employment. No issues are anticipated. 

 

In the Metropolitan Council’s 2005 report titled “Preliminary Inflow/Infiltration  

Surcharge Program,” Mendota was identified a potential source of excess stormwater 

inflow and infiltration (I/I) into the metro-wide sanitary sewer system. Inflow is where 

surface runoff is misdirected into Mendota’s sanitary sewer system through intentional 

connections such as sump pumps, outside area drains, and roof leaders or unintentional 

means such as covered parking lot drains. Infiltration is where storm and ground water 

enter the sanitary sewer system through cracks or leaks in the sewer pipes or manholes.  

 

A certain amount of I/I is inevitable in all sanitary systems, and systems are designed to 

account for some I/I. However, excessive and uncontrolled I/I creates the need to build 

larger interceptors and treatment plants than would otherwise be needed all to treat 

relatively clean storm water that would otherwise not require this level of treatment. As a 

result, Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) is dealing with the I/I 

problem by adding a surcharge to Mendota’s sewer bill to pay for the costs of 

constructing the larger interceptors and treatment plants.  

 

It is the policy of Mendota to correct any sources of excess inflow that originate from 

City-owned property. It is also the policy of Mendota to work with private land owners to 

correct sources of excess inflow that originate from private property.  

 

To date, the City has taken several steps to identify sources of I/I; these include,  

smoke testing of the sanitary sewer system and televising the sanitary sewer to search for 

potential sources of infiltration. The results of these studied indicated that there were 

clean outs that did not have covers or had broken covers, leaking manholes, two buildings 



 

Section II – Page 78 

that had smoke coming from floor drains or the chimney, and two areas with smoke 

coming from cracks in the curb. Problems found following the smoke test will continue 

to be addressed and repaired.  

 

On-Site Sewage Treatment 

 

Dakota County oversees the management program  to track on-going maintenance of the 

three remaining on-site sewage systems until they are connected to the local sanitary 

sewer system.  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has established 

regulations, in Minnesota Rules Chapter 7080 for both the construction and management 

of on-site systems. These regulations and the role of the community deal with four 

questions, as follows: 

 

 What is the design of the on-site system and how will the community review the 

design? 

 

 How will the community assure that construction of the on-site system is done 

properly? 

 

 How will the community require, and then monitor, inspection of the on-site 

system every three years? 

 

 How will the community assure that needed repairs are done if, at the time of the 

 regular inspection, it is discovered that the on-site system is not working 

properly? 

 

The city has adopted Dakota County Ordinance 113 and MN Rules Chapter 7080. Dakota 

County oversees the tracking and management of the three remaining ISTS in the city. . 

 

Storm Water and Surface Water Management 

The assessment includes surface water management issues identified by Mendota and 

those found in the 1999 LMRWD WMP. 

 

Issue: Local Flooding 

Mendota’s current Comprehensive plan identifies nuisance flooding issues at two 

locations in the residential portion of the City, specifically: 

 

o The existing stormwater basin in Veterans Park, between 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Street and 

between E and F Streets (Basin M-P1). 

 

o The existing depression area on either side of 3
rd

 Street, between F and G Streets 

(Basin M-P2).  

 

Basin M-P1 is a wet ponding area with no overland outlet to the Minnesota River. It 

appears that the low soil permeability below this basin is sufficient to maintain a 

consistent normal pool, while excess runoff above this normal pool elevation is 
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allowed to infiltrate or evaporate. 

 

Basin M-P2 is a depressional area with no overland outlet to the Minnesota River. 

According to the City’s current Comprehensive Plan, this depressional area remains 

wet for a period of time following a rainfall event, before draining dry as runoff 

infiltrates or evaporates. 

 

According to the stormwater modeling exercise performed for this Comprehensive 

Plan, it appears that adequate freeboard between adjacent low home openings and the 

modeled 100-year High Water Level (HWL) of these two depressions is provided. 

This modeling assumes that the basins begin at their respective starting water surface 

elevations. A summary of the modeling information is provided in Appendix A. For 

storm events in excess of a 100-year event or if these basins aren’t beginning at their 

respective starting water surface elevations, the HWLs in these basins could begin 

threatening the low openings of adjacent homes.   

 

Possible Corrective Actions 

 Construct a piped outlet for both of these basins discharging to the north to the 

Minnesota River.  

 Look for opportunities further upstream in the areas tributary to these basins to 

provide infiltration features that capture and infiltrate a portion of the annual 

runoff volumes draining to these two basins. This could also include encouraging 

private property owners to construct small scale infiltration practices on their 

property to promote infiltration.  

 

Issue: Sediment Accumulation in Ditches and Culverts 

Runoff from impervious surfaces draining to steep slopes and erodible soils contribute to 

the deposition of sediment in Mendota’s ditches and culverts. Addressing this issue goes 

beyond simply removing the sediment already deposited in the City’s culverts and 

ditches. Mendota has identified that previous efforts to clean sediment from clogged 

culverts is a short-term solution that doesn’t address the core issue managing upstream 

erosion issues to minimize sediment transport.   

 

Possible Corrective Actions 

 Based on specific locations identified by Mendota’s MS4 permit inspection 

program, implement specific ditch and ravine erosion stabilization projects within 

the City. 

 Look for opportunities on top of the bluffs to provide infiltration features that 

capture and infiltrate a portion of the annual runoff volumes draining down the 

steep slopes into Mendota. This could also include encouraging private property 

owners to construct small scale infiltration practices on their property to promote 

infiltration. 
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Storm Water and Surface Water Management Implementation Activities 
 
NPDES Permit Compliance 
As discussed above, Mendota is designated as an NPDES Phase II MS4 community.       
As part of Mendota’s application to obtain permit coverage, the City’s SWPPP identifies 
many specific implementation items related to surface water management in Mendota. 
While it is not the City’s intent to reproduce the specific implementation items from their 
SWPPP in this Comprehensive Plan (a copy of the current SWPPP can be requested from 
the City), the specific items identified in the SWPPP can be lumped into implementation 
categories, including: 

 General ongoing SWPPP implementation items, including: system inspections and 

maintenance, street sweeping, educational materials, training, etc. 

 Ordinance updates, specifically: 

- Construction Site and Land Disturbance Runoff Control  

- Post Construction Site Runoff Control 

- Illicit Discharge and Illicit Connection 

 Plan review procedures and standards 

 NPDES Annual Report 

 Stormwater Management Map  

Local Flooding 

Mendota has identified local flooding issues in two locations discussed above. Two 

possible corrective actions have been identified to address this issue. The substantial cost 

to complete either of these corrective actions will require the City to partner with an 

entity capable for providing funding assistance, such as the Lower Minnesota River 

Watershed District. In addition, Mendota will pursue available grant opportunities to 

address this issue and coordinate improvement efforts with future redevelopment 

opportunities in the vicinity. 

 

Sediment Accumulation in Ditches and Culverts 

The cost to complete the corrective actions necessary to address this issue will require 

efforts beyond Mendota’s standard MS4 permit inspection and maintenance program. To 

cover the cost of the necessary improvements, Mendota will seek funding assistance from 

the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District and pursue available grant opportunities 

to address this issue.  

 

Future TMDL Implementation 
Mendota recognizes that the responsibility for completion and implementation of future 
TMDL studies affecting the City lies with the primary stakeholders contributing to the 
impairment. The City intends to cooperate with the local agencies primarily responsible 
for developing the TMDL studies, acknowledging that these agencies will take the lead 
on these studies. It is the intention of the City to fully implement the items/actions 
identified in future TMDL Implementation Plans, funding the implementation 
items/actions as necessary. 
 

 



 

Section II – Page 81 

Ordinance Updates 
Mendota will periodically review the City’s Approval Standards Ordinance (City Code 
Section 809.08), specifically the requirements related to construction activity and 
permanent stormwater management, and update this ordinance as necessary to maintain 
consistency with the stormwater management requirements of the Lower Minnesota 
River Watershed District 

 

Potential Funding 
Mendota’s primary funding source for the ongoing stormwater management activities 
identified above (i.e. NPDES permit compliance) is the General Fund. To address the 
specific implementation projects identified above, Mendota will seek funding assistance 
from the LMRWD and pursue available grant opportunities where the City is eligible. 
Mendota will also explore the possibility of establishing a stormwater utility to address 
these implementation activities.  

Plan Amendment 

Mendota’s Comprehensive Plan will be applicable until 2018, at which time an updated 

plan will be required to be submitted to the Metropolitan Council for review. However, 

the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District (LMRWD) is currently in the process of 

updating their Watershed Management Plan (WMP). Therefore, within two years of the 

completion of the LMRWD WMP, Mendota will at that time evaluate the need to either 

amend this section or draft a stand-alone Local Surface Water Management Plan to be 

consistent with the updated LMRWD WMP requirements.    

  

Public Facilities and Services Goals 
 

The goals for the public facilities and services of Mendota are: 

 

1.  Strive to provide sewer, water and storm water management to existing development 

and require new development to be served with such utilities, if feasible. 

 

2.  Construct and operate existing and new public facilities so that the health, safety and 

welfare of the residents and businesses are protected. 

 

3. Ensure facilities are consistent with the Metropolitan Council’s regional system plans, 

Dakota County’s Comprehensive Plan, Minnesota Department of Transportation’s 

Plan, Lower Minnesota River Watershed District’s Watershed Management Plan, 

Fort Snelling State Park’s Plan, Sibley Historic Site Plan, adjacent jurisdiction’s plans 

and other plans, as applicable. 

 

Public Facilities and Services Policies and Action Steps 
 

To provide public facilities and services, Mendota will: 

 

1.  Prohibit the installation of new on-site sewer systems. 

 

2.  Encourage owners of properties with existing on-site sewer systems to connect to the 
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 city's sewer system. 

 

3. Prepare and adopt a management program for on-site sewage systems 

 

4.  Encourage new development that can be served by the sanitary sewer, storm sewer, 

and the water main systems. 

 

5. Consider construction of additional extensions of the water main system to provide 

fire protection to all structures and to provide for an efficient water main system. 

 

6. Continue to enforce the City’s Approval Standards Ordinance (City Code Section 

809.08), which includes specific requirements related to construction activity and 

permanent stormwater management facilities.  

 

7. Adopt the project submittal requirements and design criteria of the Lower Minnesota 

River Watershed District over the entire City. 

 

8. Continue to implement the Best Management Practices identified in the City 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, addressing the following minimum control 

measures: 

a. Public Education and Outreach 

b. Public Participation and Involvement 

c. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

d. Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control 

e. Post-construction Stormwater Management in New Development and 

Redevelopment 

f. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping  

 

9. For new development, redevelopment, or site expansion projects, the City will require 

infiltration of 0.5-inches of runoff from new impervious surface, taking into 

consideration site limitations such as soil conditions, depth to groundwater, and 

maintenance issues. For projects draining to the land-locked depression in Veterans 

Park, existing runoff volumes must be maintained. 
 

10. Require that stormwater runoff from any development or redevelopment project be 

pre-treated in accordance with Mendota’s water quality requirements prior to 

discharging into receiving waterbodies. 

 

11. Under no circumstances shall overall treatment in a development or redevelopment 

project in any part of the City fall below 50% post-development removal for 

phosphorous and 80% post-development removal for total suspended solids. 

 

12. Periodically update City Code to maintain consistency with the stormwater 

management requirements of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District. At a 
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minimum, the City will update City Code to be consistent with the new requirements 

of the LMRWD, when they update their current Watershed Management Plan. 

 

13. Adopt a program to keep culverts free of debris. 

 

14. Explore the possibility of establishing a stormwater utility to provide funding for 

implementation items related to surface water management, that includes the existing 

surface water management issues identified in this Plan. 
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III. Implementing 

The Comprehensive Plan 
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City of Mendota Implementation Program 
 

The Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires that each community include an 

implementation program in its comprehensive plan to address the following issues: 

 Revisions to official controls (e.g., ordinances), consistent with the 

comprehensive plan, and a schedule for approval of revisions. State Statue 

requires “a description of official controls, addressing at least the matters of 

zoning, subdivision, water supply, and private sewer systems, and a 

schedule for the preparation, adoption, and administration of such controls.” 

The Metropolitan Council requires that the implementation plan include a 

copy of the current zoning map and a description of the zoning districts that 

include allowable densities/intensity of use, and lot sizes 

 A capital improvement program (CIP) for transportation, sewers, parks, water 

supply, and open space facilities. 

 A housing implementation program. 

 

In addition to implementing the policies and action steps identified in this plan, this 

section further describes some of the specific measures that Mendota will do to 

implement its comprehensive plan. 

 

Revisions to Official Controls 
 

1. Zoning.  The adopted land use plan map is not being amended in this update.  The 

official zoning map is consistent with the land use plan; therefore, no revisions to 

the official zoning map are required.  However, the city may chose to create a 

new mixed use zoning district rather than rely on the existing zoning scheme of 

zoning the planned Mixed Use areas “Commercial” and allowing residential as a 

conditional use.  

 

The current zoning map is depicted on Figure 13. The allowable 

densities/intensity of use in the Residential District are regulated in Section 

803.02, Land Use Density and Intensity Regulations, and are described below: 

 

 Minimum lot area (with sanitary sewer) – 10,000 square feet 

 Minimum lot area (with on-site system) – 15,000 square feet 

 

The city will revisit its requirements for multi-family dwellings (stand alone or 

part of a mixed use structure), such as lot size, setbacks, density, height, 

landscaping, and architectural controls. 



Figure 13
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2. Aviation. The zoning ordinance will be revised to reference the “MSP Zoning 

Map – Maximum Construction Heights Without Permit – Plate MCH-18” 

contained in the MSP Airport Zoning Ordinance and require that any applicant 

proposing structures that exceed the maximum heights apply for a variance to the 

MSP Airport Board of Adjustments and Mendota City Council. 

 

3. On-site Sewer Systems.  The city has adopted Dakota County Ordinance 113 and 

MN Rules Chapter 7080. No ordinance revisions are necessary.  

 

4. The Critical Area – The zoning ordinance will be reviewed for its consistency 

with the comprehensive plan update and Executive Order 79-19 and the MNRRA 

Comprehensive Management Plan. 

 

5. Water Supply. The city receives its water supply from the City of St. Paul and 

from individual wells. No ordinance revisions are necessary. 

 

6. Subdivision. Subdivision controls will be reviewed for its consistency with the 

comprehensive plan. 

 

7. Storm Water Management. The zoning ordinance (Section 809) will be 

reviewed and updated as necessary to adopt city-wide the submittal requirements 

and design criteria in the most current version of the Lower Minnesota River 

Watershed District Watershed Management Plan. 

 

8. Schedule for Local Ordinance Revisions. As required by state statute, all 

ordinances referenced in this section will be revised, or prepared, within 9 months 

following city adoption of the comprehensive plan. 

 

Housing Program 
 

The housing program reflects the city’s goals and policies in The Plan for the Residential 

Neighborhood. The city will provide information to homeowners about housing 

maintenance and rehabilitation programs for qualified residents that are administered by 

Dakota County Housing and Redevelopment Authority and the Housing Finance Agency. 

The city will revisit its requirements for multi-family dwellings to ensure that densities 

described in this plan can be achieved in an effort to meet the city’s share of the 

metropolitan area’s need for affordable housing and the city’s life-cycle housing goals.  

The city’s identified share of affordable housing is three (3) new units by 2020. 
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Capital Improvement Program 
 

Mendota is a small community with few capital facilities of its own.  Mendota does not 

have a capital improvement program. However, the city does prepare an annual budget 

and with proposed expenditures. Revenue comes from sources such as taxes, license fees, 

local government aid, and building permit fees.  Expenditures include items such as 

salaries, professional services fees (i.e., city attorney, city engineer, building official), 

police, fire, and streets/road maintenance.  The proposed budget and expenditures for 

2010 include maintenance items (i.e., streets/road maintenance, snow removal, sweeping, 

lighting, and signs) and do not include any capital projects or improvements at this time.
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IV. Appendix A 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 











Peak Runoff Rate Total Runoff Volume Peak Runoff Rate

(ac) (cfs) (ac-ft) (cfs)

M-A1 23.2 7 0.7 28

M-A2 26.2 5 0.4 22

M-A3 10.0 2 0.2 8

M-A4 6.7 9 0.5 20

M-A5 3.0 1 0.1 5

M-A6 15.4 2 0.4 11

M-A7 100.9 42 5.1 118

M-A10 7.8 14 0.8 27

Total 193.2 82 8.3 239

From Mendota 
Heights

Total
High 

Water 
Level

Peak 
Discharge 

Rate

High 
Water 
Level

Peak 
Discharge 

Rate

High 
Water 
Level

Peak 
Discharge 

Rate

(ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (cfs) (ft) (cfs) (ft) (cfs)

M-P1 0.0 33.2 720.0 721.4 0 723.4 0 725.8 0
Land-locked Depression 
in Veterans Park

M-P2 18.2 44.4 732.0 734.5 0 737.0 0 738.6 0
Land-locked Depression 
at 3rd St. and G St. 

M-P6 0.6 16.0 784.4 784.6 2 785.3 11 786.2 27

ID
Area

Basin ID

Runoff Information

2-year Storm Event

Assumed Starting 
Water Surface 

Elevation

Total Runoff Volume

(ac-ft)

2.1

2.1

0.8

1.1

236

0.3

1.2

19

35

11

1.5

12.3

2.7

21.4

27

1.7

1.9

0.6

Peak Runoff Rate

(cfs)

62

54

Total Runoff Volume

(ac-ft)

4.4

4.6

10-year Storm Event

2-year Storm Event 10-year Storm Event 100-year Storm Event

23.6

2.5

41.9

100-year Storm Event

45

490

15.4

Stormwater Basin Information

From Mendota

(ac)

33.2

26.2

Comments

Tributary Area




